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ABSTRACT 

Over the past years, environmental concern has attracted both national and international 

communities. Countries have been acting locally and collectively as an international 

community to ensure that the conservation and sustainable use of the environment leads to 

sustainable growth, helping to lift many out of poverty permanently. The growth and prosperity 

of every society thus, lies in environmental sustainability. A healthy environment as such is 

key to achieving sustainable developments. When the environment is mismanaged economic 

losses are significant. The reason for Environmental Impact Assessment thus is to ensure that 

man interference in the environment does not cause significant long term negative effects but 

rather that its results to sustainable development. Environmental Impact Assessment is a 

process which permits that environmental factors are integrated at the beginning of project 

planning and eventual decision-making with the aim of achieving sustainable development. 

Ignorance of the importance of carrying out environmental Impact Assessment on projects 

likely to affect the environment justifies the escape of the process by some project proponents. 

Among several benefits, the respect of the condition of EIA at the commencement and during 

the life of the project in Cameroon is able to attract some investment incentives like tax 

reduction, also the process of EIA is important for the feasibility of the project, withdrawal of 

unsound projects, and also aid in development actions. Unless the worth of carrying out 

environmental impact assessment is known to a people, the practice of EIA as require by the 

Cameroonian legislator is likely to be escaped by many investors who see it as an obstacle to 
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achieving their goals. The vision of emergence by 2035 can only be a reality if environmental 

sustainability is considered in development projects before and during the life span of the 

project.  

Keywords: Environment, Environmental Impact Assessment, Sustainable Development, and 

Investment. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Noting that environment needs investment just as investment cannot be carried out in space, 

the field of environment and investment are interestingly interacting. The movement from a 

brown to green economy is a collective responsibility. In the context of environmental 

protection, cultures, religions and legal systems throughout the world contain elements that 

respect and seek to conserve the natural bases of life, maintaining concepts that can enhance 

and enrich the development of modern environmental lawi. As such, protection of the 

environment is a vital part of contemporary human rights doctrine, for it is a sine qua non for 

numerous human rights such as the right to health, and the right to life itself. It is necessary to 

elaborate on this, as damage to the environment can impair and undermine all the human rights 

enshrined in the universal declaration and other human rights instruments. While therefore, all 

peoples have the right to initiate developmentii projects and enjoy their benefits, there is 

likewise a duty to ensure that those projects do not significantly damage the environmentiii. 

Considering the problem of increasing degradation of the global environment or biosphere 

which is the only place where human and other forms of lives are possible, and also the problem 

of deterioration and depletion of natural resources on which our existence depends, global 

actions for environmental protection are on an increaseiv. Poor management of investment 

activities will result to more environmental hazards which will either affect the environment or 

its inhabitants. According to the United Nations Charter and international law principles, States 

have a sovereign right to exploit their natural resources pursuant to their own environmental 

policies and equally the responsibility to ensure that activities within its jurisdiction do not 

cause harm to the environment of other states or areas beyond national jurisdictionv. The 
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International Court of Justice as such held that “every State has an obligation not to allow its 

territory to be used for acts contrary to the rights of other States”vi. This has been a source of 

inspiration to many other national and international instruments which now make mention of 

such right and obligation on the Statevii. Environmental protection is a principle of international 

law and this justifies the increasing need for environmental protection. In Cameroon, we 

therefore have some fundamental principles such as: precaution, prevention, pollute and pay, 

principle of liability, principle of participation, and principle of substitution which are aim at 

protecting the environmentviii. 

 Moreover, environmental protection in Cameroon is considered as a collective responsibilityix. 

The quest for development in this age and time, is leading to an extensive exploitation of natural 

resources on which human subsistence depends, and this act as a threat. Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) is a feature of modern domesticx and international lawxi. Investment is a tool 

of development and development is a changing process which alters the environment and social 

systems. In this light, while investment is concerned with development, environmental 

protection through the process of Environmental Impact Assessment is realized in development 

projects. It is of interest to note that over the years, development has had major impacts on the 

environment by degrading soils and water ways, altering landscapes and threatening 

biodiversity, and also affecting health. EIA, therefore, provides a tool that would assist in the 

anticipation and minimization of development negative effects. 

Underlying such immediate purposes is of course the central and ultimate role of EIA as one 

of the instruments to achieve sustainable development: development that does not cost the 

earth. It is much better to mitigate the harmful effects in advance, that is, at the planning stage, 

or in some cases avoid the particular development altogether. Prevention is better than cure so 

says Glasson et al.xii Sadler in supporting the idea says that EIA contributes directly to 

sustainability by leading to the withdrawal of environmentally unsound proposals and the 

mitigation of environmental impactsxiii. Sustainable development is a paradigm for thinking 

about the future and it contains three overlapping circles representing environmental, social 

and economic considerations, where the aim is the concurrent attainment of sustainability goals 

in all three spheres.xiv A prosperous society relies on a healthy environment to provide food 

and resources, good drinking water, and clean air for its citizens. Sustainability assessment 
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therefore, is about “making the world better, one undertaking at a time”xv Environmental 

Impact Assessment is a tool that is most suitable to enhancing the environmental sphere of 

sustainability. In Cameroon for a project proponent to be sure of obtaining a permit to proceed 

with his activities, the environmental impact assessment realised must include mitigating 

measures and other alternatives. 

It is of upmost important to stress that there is no general and universal definition of EIA. The 

following examples selected at random from a number of authorities illustrate the great 

diversity of definitions. As defined by law, EIA shall be a systematic examination, with a view 

to determining if a project is environmentally harmful or notxvi. The definition of EIA from 

secondary sources range from the broad definition of Munnxvii, which refers to “an activity 

design to identify and predict the impact on the environment on man‘s health and well-being, 

of legislative proposals, policies, programs, projects and operational procedures, and to 

interpret and communicate information about the impacts’’.  

To the United Kingdom Department of Environment (UKDOE), the term ‘‘environmental 

assessment” describes a technique and a process by which information about the environmental 

effects of a project is collected, both by the developer and from other sources, and taken into 

account by the planning authority in forming their judgments on whether the development 

should go ahead or notxviii. 

The UN Economic Commission for Europe has in summation, a more concise definition of 

EIA: “an assessment of the impact of a planned activity on the environment’’. In essence, EIA 

is a systematic process that examines the environmental consequences of development actions, 

in advance, that is, before a permit is granted to investxix. As such, the aims of EIA have been 

summarized as, to anticipate important possible effects of proposed activities on the natural 

system (water, soil, air, biological system, or human health); anthropogenic systems 

(settlements and infrastructure); social and economic systems (work, education, recreation, 

health services); and cultural systems (beliefs, art, literature).xx  

Environmental impacts of a project are those resultant changes in environmental parameters, 

in space and time, compared with what would have happened had the project not been taken. 

Impacts could be physical and socio-economic, direct and indirect, short-run and long-run, 
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local and strategic, adverse and beneficial, reversible and irreversible, quantitative and 

qualitative, actual and perceived, and equally those relative to other developmentsxxi. Impacts 

or effects as such range from minor to inconsequential with little significance, to major or 

catastrophic with significant adverse environmental effectsxxii. 

 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EIA IN CAMEROON 

EIA was developed out of unnecessary degradation of natural resources caused by rapid 

population growth, technological progress, industrialization and equally agricultural 

development. EIA originated under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 1969 in 

the United States under which the first legislation on EIA was adoptedxxiii. According to NEPA, 

attached to all proposed investment projects likely to have a significant effect on the 

environment should be an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including mitigating 

measures to avoid or reduce environmental hazards. Furthermore, the United Nations 

Convention on Environment and Development (UNCED), states that, “EIA, as a national 

instrument shall be undertaken for proposed activities that are likely to have a significant 

adverse impact on the environment and are subject to a decision of the competent authority”xxiv. 

Thus, EIA reflects the “no-harm” obligation of customary law in the Trans boundary context. 

As far as Cameroon is concerned, the rhetoric of environmental protection after the 1972 

Conference on Human Environment led to the formation of sectoral laws in Cameroon. From 

a legal point of view, the law No 94/001 of 20th January 1994, which lays down requirements 

for the management of forestry, wildlife and fisheries, was the first law which explicitly 

required Environmental assessment in Cameroon. It was limited to projects that may affect the 

equilibrium of the forestxxv. The framework Law No 96/12 of 5 August 1996 on environmental 

management then introduced with its article 17 the principle of environmental impact 

assessment on a broader scopexxvi. This law till date is described as the environmental code and 

it serves as the legislative bedrock for environmental management in Cameroon.  

Subsequently, several other sectoral laws like the Mining Code explicitly mentioned the need 

to conduct EIA. At the regulatory level, the term EIA was introduced through Decree No 84-

797 of 17 July 1984 which gives provisions regarding the Ministry of Planning and Territorial 

Administration. Infact, the first paragraph of article 53 of this decree explicitly assigns the 
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responsibility for conducting EIA for development projects to a department of that ministry. 

This decree and those that subsequently followed, however, did not provide any details on the 

types of projects that are subjected to EIA or on procedural requirements. Decree No 

2005/0577/PM of 23 February 2005 finally specified the procedures for carrying out 

environmental impact studies. Several Ministerial Orders followed including one that listed 

projects that are subjected to EIA that is arrête no 2005/0070 of 22 April 2005 fixing the 

categories of projects subject to EIA. Since February 2013, it is Decree No 2013/0171/PM 

which lays down rules for conducting environmental and social impact assessment. It explicitly 

mentions the social aspect of the impact study, as it is referring to Environmental and Social 

Impact Assessment (ESIA) rather than Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). This Decree 

also legally introduced Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA) and the 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) as tools for environmental assessment. 

At the organizational level, in 1996 the Permanent Secretariat of the Environment (PSE) was 

established. It was responsible for impact assessment within the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests (MINEF). This Secretariat as Bitondoxxvii, asserts had a Department of Sustainable 

Development that had as one of its fundamental duties the responsibility of ensuring that EIA 

is practiced effectively and efficiently on a national scale. In 2005, the PSE became the 

Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection (MINEP). Since 2012, the Ministry of 

Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable Development (MINPDED) is in charge of 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment. 

Following this achievements, a nationwide participatory exercise has been conducted to 

elaborate a National Environmental Management Plan (NEMP), which defines the path to be 

followed to achieve sustainable development. Sustainable development is a kind of 

development which aims at meeting the development needs of the present generation without 

jeopardizing the capacities of future generations to meet theirs.xxviii This Plan recommends EIA 

as a mechanism to make sure that the implementation of some investment projects does not 

affect the environment negativelyxxix. More so, by virtue of article 17(2) of the aforementioned 

1996 framework law, the impact assessment shall be included in the file submitted for public 

investigation where such a procedure is provided for. Furthermore, EIA involve individual 
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assessment of aspects of the environment (for instance; population, landscape, heritage, air, 

climate, soil, water, fauna and flora) likely to be significantly affected by a proposed projectxxx.  

 

EIA AS A CONDITION TO BENEFIT INVESTMENT INCENTIVES 

By virtue of Law no 2013/00 of 18 April 2013 to lay down Private Investment Incentives in the 

Republic of Cameroon, “incentives” are defined as special benefits by the government to a 

resident or non-resident, natural or legal, person to promote and/or develop a given activity.  

The aim of this Law is to encourage private investments and boost national production, so as 

to develop activities geared towards strong, sustainable and shared economic growth as well as 

job creationxxxi. It’s of interest to note that, to benefit from these incentives, the investor must 

not be engage in activities governed by special instruments like; mining, gas, petroleum, etc. 

To be eligible as such, the investor should be involved in investment operations relating to the 

creation, extension, renewal, asset re-structuring and/or conversion of businesses and must be 

bound to comply with all applicable laws and regulations.xxxii 

Interestingly, some of the investment projects categorized by Law no 2005/0069 of 23 April 

2005 fixing the different categories of projects subject to EIA are inclusive in this 2013 Law, 

which makes provisions for incentives. This Law on incentives makes provision for specific 

incentives,xxxiii to be provided to enterprises, on condition that they carry out investments that 

contribute to the attainment of the following priority objectives;  

 Development of agriculture, fisheries, livestock, and plant, animal or fishery product 

packaging activities; 

 Development of tourism and leisure facilities, social economy and handicraft; 

 Development of housing, including social housing; 

 Promotion of agro-industry, manufacturing industries, industry, construction materials, 

iron and steel industry, construction, maritime and navigation activities; 

 Development of energy and water supply; encouragement of regional development and 

decentralization; 

 The fight against pollution and environmental protection; 

 Promotion and transfer of innovative technologies and research and development; 

 Promotion of exports; and 
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 Promotion of employment and vocational training. 

Considering the fact that Principles alone cannot sufficiently ensure a sound environment in a 

country were investments keep multiplying each day, EIA is a continuous requirement even in 

the course of investment. The government as such encourages the idea by motivating 

enterprises that ensure environmental protection. Projects as such not governed by special 

instruments, were EIA is required can possibly attract investment incentives to investors if they 

meet up with the above mentioned priority objectives. They may as appropriate, benefit from 

the following common incentivesxxxiv : 

 Exemption from VAT on investment programme loans; 

 Exemption from land tax on built-on and non-built-on estates on the site dedicated to 

the processing plant and of all immovable property extensions by use thereof; 

 Direct goods clearance at the request of the investor; fixed registration fee; 

 Special temporary admission of industrial equipment and materials likely to be re-

exported. 

It is worth stating that, no investor can claim to be protecting the environment while going on 

with his activities, if the project proponent failed to respect the condition of EIA as prescribed 

by law for categories of projects to which that of the investor is classified. 

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF EIA TO THE PROJECT PROPONENT 

As far as EIA is concerned in Cameroon in particular and the world at large, field studies have 

investigated the influence of impact assessment programs on organisations that proposed 

projects subject to EIA requirements. Through the EIA process, a lot is reveal such as the 

natural and human resources available in the area where the project is to be carried out. The 

findings from the EIA at times modify or completely alter the choice or style of business of the 

project proponent. Of prime, the EIA process permits a synergistic opportunity to meet the 

proponent’s goals while also delivering broader benefits to the community and the natural 

environment. For example, large-scale developments located in remote areas require many of 

the infrastructure and facilities that local communities also desire, such as roads, water, 

communications networks, energy, medical and recreational facilities.xxxv Also, consider for 

instance, Hydro-Quebec in Canada, which faced strong resistance to some of its enormous 
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Hydro-electric power schemes during the 1980s. It reacted by making substantial 

organizational changes to accommodate the new forces opposing its project and the new EIA 

requirement it faced.xxxvi As reported by Gariepy & Henaultxxxvii, these organizational changes 

included co-opting projects opponents by allowing them to participate in some decision 

processes, expanding programmes of public consultation, restructuring the planning activities 

within the organisation.  

However, particular to project proponents in Cameroon, the respect of EIA condition is likely 

to benefit project sponsors in that once EIA is carried out as prescribed; such proponents are 

prone to obtain an investment permit from the competent authority which gives them a legal 

backing in the life span of their investment. An investment permit rightfully obtained 

guarantees to an extent the feasibility of a project. In addition, a review of current 

environmental practices found the major benefits on the EA process for project sponsors to 

bexxxviii : 

 Reduced cost and time of project implementation; 

 Cost-saving modification in the project design; 

 Increased project acceptance; 

 Avoid impacts and violation of laws and regulation; 

 Improved project performance; and 

 Avoid treatment/clean up costs.  

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF EIA ON PROJECTS 

Although some project sponsors often carry out EIA as formal compliance with legal 

requirements particularly environmental laws and regulations during the construction and 

operations of a new development, there are however cases where EIA has significantly 

influenced projects. For instance, in a candid evaluation of the EIA system in the 

Netherlandsxxxix , the ranges of positive influences on projects included: 

 Withdrawal of unsound projects; 

 Legitimating of sound projects; 

 Selection of improved location; 

 Reformulation of plans; and 
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 Redefinition of goals and responsibilities of project proponents. 

In a time like this when the move towards emergence is intensified in Cameroon, a thorough 

compliance with the EIA procedure is likely to have a great influence on development projects. 

The aforementioned influences are key to sustainable development in Cameroon.  However, 

another positive influence of EIA, is that a requirement for an EIA may discourage project 

proponents from proposing an environmentally damaging project for fear that it would not 

survive the review of its environmental impact. 

Nonetheless, the above mentioned types of mitigations are in order of their desirability for 

attenuating adverse effects. Generally, the attainment of environment to compensate for those 

destroyed by a project is considered the least desirable form of mitigation. In fact, a result of a 

profit EIA is usually the suggestion for mitigation measures, rather than the charges in the 

fundamental decisions concerning the types of alternative actions considered or the size or the 

location of a proposed projectxl. Nevertheless, the reason why mitigations are the most common 

positive outcomes of EIA is that, EIA are often considered after important decisions are made, 

and in some cases after proposed construction has startedxli.  

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF EIA IN THE COMMUNITY WHERE THE 

PROJECT IS TO BE AFFECTED 

Environmental Impact Assessment in the community provides a systematic process for 

identifying, describing and evaluating community natural and human resources in order to 

improve decisions about their managementxlii . Chosen to evaluate the community environment 

does not suggest that all known resources must be preserved or protected. However, it implies 

that the community must be knowledgeable about its resources, so that development decisions 

mirror the range of community values and not just economic values. An EIA would however, 

facilitate community leaders and citizens: 

 Identify valuable environmental resources in the community and surrounding area that 

may be affected by a proposed development; 

 Evaluate the community’s capacity for additional development given environmental 

protection priorities; 
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 Identifying the deficiencies or trade-off between possible development alternatives or 

causes of actions and the environmental impact associated with each alternative; and 

 Determine which group in the community may be directly or indirectly affected by the 

project or action. 

The EIA process has the potential not always taken up, to be a basis for negotiation between 

the developer, public interest groups and planning regulator. This can lead to an outcome that 

balances the interest of the development action and the environmentxliii . To further add, EIA 

as was the case in the Mokong dam project promotes communication among local officials, 

developers, community leaders and citizens about the nature of the proposal and potential 

impact on the local environment.xliv  

Most governmental and donor agencies acknowledge the contribution of Environmental 

Assessment to improve project design. The weakness of Environmental Assessment in the past 

has been largely due to poor techniques and the failures to pay attention to findings at the 

implementation stage.  

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF EIA TO GOVERNANCE  

As aforementioned, EIA is a tool of Environmental Assessment (EA). Many components of 

EA that have typically been viewed as procedural means to an end (such as stakeholder 

involvement or provisions for judicial review) also constitute governance outcomes in their 

own rights. This is important in the concept of sustainable development for as Gibson statesxlv, 

“better governance is a pre-requisite and probably a product of steps towards sustainability.” 

We proceed thus, to look at more governance outcomes of EIA: 

EIA as an aid to decision-making 

The EIA report which is given after a due process is respected by the project proponent, acts 

as an aid to decision-making.xlvi To the decision maker, for example a local authority, it 

provides a systematic examination of the environmental implications of a proposed action and 

sometimes alternatives before a decision is taken. The EIS can be considered by the decision 

maker along with other documentation related to the planned activity. EIA is normally wider 

in scope than other techniques, such as cost-benefit analysis (CBA). It is not a substitute for 
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decision making but it does helps to clarify some of the trade-offs associated with a proposed 

development action, which should lead to more rational and structured decision-making xlvii. A 

final decision to approve or disapprove an application for a permit to operate a development 

project likely to affect the environment as such, is based on the EIA final report submitted 

before the competent authorities and other relevant documents. 

More so, the EIA process has the potential not always taken up, to be a basis for negotiation 

between the developer, public interest groups and planning regulator. This can lead to an 

outcome that balances the interests of the development action and the environment. 

 

EIA as an aid to the formulation of development actions 

Many developers no doubt, see EIA as another set of hurdles to jump before they can proceed 

with their various activities; the process can be seen as another costly and time-consuming 

activity in the permission process. However, EIA can be of great benefit to them, since it can 

provide a framework for considering location and design issues and environmental issues in 

parallel. It can be an aid to the formulation of development actions, indicating areas where a 

project can be modified to minimize or eliminate altogether its adverse impacts on the 

environment. EIA can be a signal to the developer of potential conflict; wise developers may 

use the process to negotiate green gain solutions, which may eliminate or offset negative 

environmental impacts, reduce local opposition and avoid costly public inquiresxlviii. 

 

EIA as a generator of information  

As environmental consciousness increases in this age, so too is the need for environmental 

information. The most obvious governance outcome is the generation of information for use in 

decision making. This information is important to raise the profile of environmental issues.xlix 

Particularly, in developing countries there is often a deficiency of baseline environmental 

information and of funding to source such information. Observations from EIA studies can 

therefore make a valuable contribution to the general development of knowledge of 

environmental, social and economic systems, and the broader dissemination of this 

information. Such knowledge may be extremely useful in guiding future decision-making 

towards sustainability.l The requirement that information of EIA be made public is important 

as it increases transparency and accountability in decision making. If supported by provisions 
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for judicial review, information disclosure also provides stakeholders with an opportunity to 

review and challenge the adequacy of data used in decision-making, as has frequently been the 

case in environmental assessment related litigation in the USli. The involvement of the Public, 

particularly indigenes of local communities in areas where a project is to be realised, other 

stakeholders in decision making (in terms of nature, consultation versus participation, timing, 

frequency and inclusivity), are integral to modern conception of good governance. Stakeholder 

involvement can also contribute to local autonomy and local democracy in a variety of ways, 

for example, by facilitating the incorporation of the local identity into decisions and providing 

Flora for the honing of democratic skills at the local levellii. 

Furthermore, UNEP supports the idea that EIA seeks to promote principles of good 

governance. The first of such principle is purposive: EIA seeks to meet its aims of informing 

decision-making and ensuring an appropriate level of environmental protection and human 

health. The second principle is; focussed: EIA seeks to concentrate on significant 

environmental effects, taking into account the issues that matter. The third principle is adaptive: 

EIA seeks to adjust to the realities, issues and circumstances of the project proposals under 

review. The fourth principle is participative: EIA seeks to provide the appropriate opportunities 

to inform and involve the affected parties. 

 

EIA Promote better planning and design outcomes 

Generally, for the purpose of sustainability, EIA regulations both national and international do 

oblige designers and planners to come up with alternatives in terms of project design, scale and 

location. In so doing, it forces designers and planners to have an all-inclusive view of any 

proposed project by considering all possible alternatives or scenarios, and this often result in 

better planning and design outcomes. For instance it can result in the selection of an improve 

technology which lowers waste outputs, or an environmental optimum location for a project. It 

may also encourage proponents to change the initial project design to one that is friendly to the 

environment. A well designed, properly located and optimal- scaled project can minimise risks 

and impacts on the environment and people, and thereby avoid associated costliii. Better 

planning and design outcomes of projects as such are fundamental in the move towards 

sustainable development in Cameroon. 
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THE RESULTS OF EIA ARE IMPORTANT FOR SITE SELECTION        

If a forecast of the likely impacts of development is available, allowance can be made and the 

infrastructure can be provided in a manner whereby impacts are minimized. Where uncertainty 

exists as to future development, EIA can identify those areas most susceptible to adverse 

impacts and so guide site selection. EIA can aid the identification of the most suitable site in 

terms of benefit maximization and reduction of harmful effectsliv. Should no site be considered 

suitable, then the results of EIA can aid the determination of broad environmental, social or 

health criteria to be used when a large number of sites are screened for the suitability. The 

relevance and importance of EIA for site selection has equally been recognised in a report 

published by UNEPlv. 

 

SIGNIFICANT LONG TERM FINANCIAL AND MATERIAL BENEFITS 

OF EIA 

Timely findings of adverse impacts at planning and designing stage of a project, may avoid a 

situation of engaging in a project that is not feasible and in turn save the finances of a project 

sponsor. At the crudest level the abandonment of a project may be required if all alternatives 

designs or locations are considered unsuitable in terms of likely detrimental effects. This would 

save capital cost. It is more likely however that, design modification may reduce the need for 

expensive ameliorating actions once a project becomes operationallvi. If a project is not assessed 

for its likely impacts, it may cause serious social and health problems. For instance a proposed 

dam and reservoir may have health effects which may require and expensive health care 

programme. The wrong location for a resettled population may result in agricultural failure and 

the need for food supplies to be sent to the relocated people from other areas. Moreover, many 

of the environmental amenities that would otherwise have been degraded or destroyed are 

preserved through the EIA process. Many cases show that the use of EIA has allowed the choice 

of an option that is both environmentally and economically superior to the original choice- the 

Alaskan pipeline being a good examplelvii. 
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CONCLUSION 

With the rise of the sustainability agenda in Cameroon and the 2035 vision of emergence, there 

has been increasing emphasis on the potential for developments to deliver positive outcomes 

in the three spheres of sustainability that is: environmental, economic, and social spheres. In 

the absence of a healthy environment, and good health, sustainability remains a dream. 

According to environmental legislations in Cameroon, it is evident that all investments that are 

likely to significantly affect the environment, are subject to EIA. However, the practice of EIA 

to ensure environmental protection is possible to attract incentives for projects categorized 

under private investments as defined by the 2013 law on private investment incentives. Equally, 

the practice of EIA is evident of many other benefits; for project proponents it permits them 

know better the environment where their project is to be realised, know how feasible their 

project will be  and equally enable them obtain permits from competent authorities. To the 

community, EIA process in summary serves as an opportunity for them to effectively 

participate in decision making. EIA as such, is the environmental management tool that is 

commonly and fully supported by legal and regulatory frameworks. This therefore, makes EIA 

enforceable by law, while its processes are standardized through guidelines or regulations. EIA 

thus is a more effective tool in promoting sustainability since it is grounded in well-defined 

legislation and procedural rules where the rights and obligations of all stakeholders are clearly 

defined, and its enforcement is ensured through appropriate implementation, monitoring 

procedures and other instruments. 
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