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ABSTRACT

This paper examines factors that are responsible for facilitating/promoting the illegal exploitation
of bushmeat from Cameroon’s wetland ecosystems for the purpose of consumption and
commercialisation. The paper argues that the illegal Exploitation of this wildlife species for
consumption and commercialisation is cause by the weaknesses of the law and this has contributed
to negative impact to man and the environment; threats of diseases such as Ebola, HIV, SARS and
currently the deadly Covid-19 pandemic believed to have been transmitted from pangolins to
humans in the Wuhan City of China are all detrimental to the existence of man and the
environment. It concludes that in other to fight this phenomenon and protect wildlife species on
wetland ecosystems in Cameroon from illegal exploitation for bushmeat consumption and
commercialisation, there should be an effective implementation and enforcement of laws and
policies protecting wetlands ecosystems and their species as well as educating the populations on

consumption and belief attitudes towards nature.

Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Research & Review (AJMRR)
ISSN 2582 8088
Volume 2 Issue 2 [April - May 2021]
© 2015-2021 All Rights Reserved by The Law Brigade Publishers



https://thelawbrigade.com/
https://thelawbrigade.com/
https://thelawbrigade.com/ajmrr/
https://thelawbrigade.com/

An Open Access Journal from The Law Brigade Publishers 354

1. INTRODUCTION

Bushmeat management can contribute enormously to the conservation of wildlife in Cameroon’s
wetland ecosystems. It is however, an open secret that the timber sector is given much more
attention than wildlife management especially on wetland ecosystems due to the fact that huge
amount of money are involved. Bushmeat is commonly known as meat of terrestrial wild or feral
mammals, killed for sustenance or commercial purposes throughout the humid tropics of
Americas, Asia and Africa. As part of bushmeat business, Achatina Achatina, a giant snail in
Africa is also gathered, sold, eaten and monitored as part of trade in bushmeat'. Articles 1(1) of the

Ramsar Convention define wetlands as:

Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peat land or water, whether natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, blackish or salt,
including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters'

In many parts of Africa, especially in West and Central Africa unsustainable hunting usually leads
to endangered wildlife species on wetland ecosystems, it is believed that, fresh water lakes and
rivers contain just 0.008% of world’s available water but are of great importance for biological

diversity as they contain 12% of animal species and 41% of all known fish".

By the 21 Century, the degree of hunting in Africa called for international, regional and national
concern', after it was notice that an estimated 1-5 million tonnes per year of bushmeat tread was

illegally carried out around the globe'.

The Republic of Cameroon located in Central and West Africa, and highly affected by the tread in
bushmeat that had automatically let to the over exploitation of the country’s wild life for
sustenance and commercial purposes could not continue keeping a blind eye to the atrocities
committed by hunting predators, she therefore, decided to put in place regulations so as to help
curb the continues illegal hunting of its wildlife for bushmeat consumption and

commercialisation"".

So the problem is, is the law protecting wildlife enhancing an enabling environment for the

exploitation of bushmeat on wetland ecosystem in Cameroon for consumption and
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commercialisation? A typical analysis of the law prove to an extend that, the law is lacking in its
mission due to the fact that it missed the opportunity of involving local communities in wildlife
management on wetland ecosystems, and as a result, the five years classification of species obliged
by the law is mostly base on scientific data, if the local communities were more closely involved
in wildlife management on wetland ecosystems, they could help the wildlife personnel to update
its classification by collecting data on the presence of animal species in the forests"'! and wetland

ecosystems.

2. CAUSES OF ILLEGAL EXPLOITATION OF WILDLIFE SPECIES ON
WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS FOR BUSHMEAT CONSUMPTION AND
COMMERCIALISATION IN CAMEROON

Illegal exploitation of wildlife species on wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and
commercialisation is influence by a number of factors which comprised of demography,

corruption, poverty and many others.
2.1 Demography

Increase in population in west and Central Africa in particular and other parts of the world in
general is a major cause for the illegal exploitation of wildlife species on wetland ecosystems for
bushmeat consumption and commercialisation’. An increase in child birth automatically implies
an increased in many more mouths to eat and survive, as a result of this, since bushmeat represents
a primary source of animal protein in the growing population’s diet, and a significant commercial
industry nationally and internationally, these wildlife are harvested with impunity to satisfy the

growing populations and the very huge demand in the national and international markets*.

A 1994 study in Gabon place annual sales at an estimated US $50 million*'. The study to note
found that bushmeat accounted for more than half of meat sold in local markets, with primates
representing 20% of the total bushmeat* and it is important to note that freshwater wetland is
estimated to hold more than 40% of the entire world’s species and 12% of all animal species*""
which in most cases are over exploited for bushmeat commercialisation and domestic consumption

in Cameroon in other to feed the fast growing population.
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Article 10 (1) of the 1995 decree states that in order to promote forest regeneration and/or restore
the fertility of degraded land, certain areas may be closed to human activity or declared fragile
ecology areas™. We think that if this portion of the law is effectively implemented on wetland
ecosystems, this will go a long way in protecting its species from illegal hunting, but it is
unfortunate that the decree in question did not mention anything concerning wetland ecosystems
and it is important to understand that mangrove forest should be considered and accorded the same
importance like any other forest in the country because the over exploitation of their resources may
lead to devastating consequences to man and the environment especially with dangers attached to

climate change™".
2.2 Science and Technology

New technology including information and communication technology had also contributed
enormously in the illegal exploitation of wildlife species on wetland ecosystems in Cameroon and
other parts of the world®'. The advent of new technology had facilitated the easy allocation of
wildlife species in the wetland ecosystems as well as helped poachers to identify interested partners
(buyers) of the game™". Many transactions can easily be concluded via new information and
communication technology for the purchase of bushmeat for commercialisation and domestic

consumption. The Cameroon Cyber Security law provides that:

In case of any cyber offence, Criminal Investigation Officers with general jurisdiction and
authorized officials of the Agency shall carry out investigations, in accordance with the
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code*",

From the above section of the law, it is clear that cybercrimes involving wildlife exploitation from
wetlands are implicitly inclusive. What is to be noted is that in the hold piece of legislation nothing
was mention about cyber offences committed on wildlife species living on wetland ecosystems. |
opine that taking into consideration the very important part play by new information and
communication technology in illegal wildlife exploitation on wetlands for bushmeat consumption
and commercialisation, the Cameroonian law marker should in clear teams provide provisions in
the law specifically for the protection of wildlife species on wetland ecosystems. Secondly, the

criminal investigation officers with general jurisdiction and the authorized officials of the Agency
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cited above, in my opinion should be able to undergo special training on wetland conservation so

as to be able to carry out the task accorded to them with professionalism.
2.3 Corruption

The high level of corruption in Cameroon is another cause for illegal exploitation of wildlife
species on wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation*™ . State
officials, who are to implement the law, are instead responsible for promoting impunity in the
exploitation of wildlife species, reports sometimes show that government officials are serve dishes
composed of meat from protected animals at their table*, a practice that is supposed to be regulated
by them according to the Cameroonian wildlife law*'. The Environmental Management Code of
Cameroon provides that the sanctions shall be doubled when the above mentioned offences are
committed by an official of the Administration in charge of environmental management, or with

their complicity™".
2.4 Socio-political Crisis

The socio-political crisis in Cameroon is another major cause of illegal exploitation of wildlife
species on wetland ecosystems in the country for bushmeat consumption and
commercialisation™". in Mozambique, for example, wildlife populations were decimated through
unregulated hunting during and after the civil war®" and in Zimbabwe, wildlife populations on
many wildlife ranges were decimated following settlement during land reform and the associated

breakdown in wildlife law enforcement**V,

These crisis are usually poorly managed in the primary stage by public officials and the resultant
effects is always the outbreak of arm violence, which encouraged the proliferation of weapons in
the country leading to confrontation between regular soldiers of the state and armed civilians, loss
of life and population displacement into the bushes™'. While in the bushes, pressure is
automatically mounted on the wildlife by those that have pick up weapons to defend themselves

and the unarmed civilians®vi,

In Garamba National Park (NP) in the Democratic Republic of Congo for example, bushmeat

hunting increased fivefold during periods of armed conflict™V1".Usually, the armed civilians and
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those supporting them lack the necessary financial means to sponsor the socio-political crisis, for
them to keep the war going; they embark on illegal hunting of wildlife protected species highly
demanded overseas and are surrounded with huge financial gains®™. The unarmed civilians on the
other hand need to eat with their families and the only major source of protein at the time in the
bushes is the hunting of wildlife especially on wetland ecosystems with impunity for the above
purpose. Wetland ecosystems to note, are a home to many special plants, birds and frogs, they
provide essential habitat for rare or important species such as endangered Southern bell frog and
the murray cod, the hippopotamus, crocodiles and many other endangered species found in
category “A” protected species in Cameroon’s Wildlife Law* all have wetlands as their major
habitat.

2.5 Poverty

Cameroon is a developing country with a greater part of the population that cannot easily afford
for a balance square meal a day or medication due to lack of finances especially caused by
unemployment rate in the country®>. An analysis carried out shows that bushmeat hunting for
mostly food and medicinal products is driving a global crisis whereby 301 terrestrial mammal
species are threatened with extinction®*'. Nearly all of these threatened species occur in
developing counties where major coexisting threats include deforestation, agricultural expansion,

human encroachment and competition with livestock®.

The lack of financial means to purchase readymade protein and modern medication from the
market and pharmacy respectively, push particularly the local communities to embark on illegal
exploitation of wildlife especially on wetland ecosystems for sustenance and commercialisation
so as to meet up with their basic needs®™". It should be noted that the right to food, shelter and

welfare is a second generation human right and is as important as first generation human rights™*.

To protect wildlife from being hunted on wetlands, the local population has to be trained to engage
in other alternative means of livelihood ®! . Providing alternative foods or income for
communities who depend unsustainably on wildlife hunting is of key importance as research shows
that subsistence hunting is a “poor person’s game”, often conducted when the hunter has no viable

alternatives™'. In rural Zambia, for example, some hunters are able to earn nearly US$ 100 from
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a single expedition, which approaches the local per capital annual income of US$120, and hunters
are among the wealthiest community members®V", So therefore, to convince them drop this

practice, the state and its partners, must put in place lucrative alternative activities for these hunters.
2.6 Lapses of the 1994 Wildlife Law*>

The 1994 wildlife law enacted for the management of forest and wildlife in the country, had also
contributed in one way or the other for the promotion of illegal exploitation of wildlife species on
wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation in Cameroon. Below we

shall examine the various loopholes in the law:
2.6.1 Taxation

The law provides that hunting activities should be taxed, and this is seen or considered now as a
means of feeding the public treasury with cash. Hunting permits and hunting guides are reserved
under the approval of the Ministry of Forestry and WildlifeX'". This taxation policy promulgated
by the law is seen as bias to the local communities because they are usually unable or lack the
necessary means to pay for these taxes and so therefore, they are automatically excluded from the
legal hunting of animals for bushmeat.

This phenomenon create a sense of frustration in the local communities because to them they are
prevented by the law to carry out hunting activities in a forest/wetland their ancestors live in and
which they are still living in but due to their economic situation they are refused access into it
meanwhile foreign western hunters with strong financial standing are allowed to carry out the same
activities in a forest they know nothing about its existence. Usually, the resultant effects of the
frustration and poor morals experience by the poor local communities is the reason for their illegal
involvement in the hunting of wildlife species on wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption
and commercialisation in Cameroon. A practice that threatened the existence of wildlife protected

species, which most of them has as habitant wetland ecosystems*'".

2.6.2 Legal Barking to Auction Confiscated Game
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According to the law on Forestry and Wildlife, agents of wildlife service have the right to auction
animal carcasses confiscated and deposit the money into the State treasury*'. This provision of
the law to our opinion may seem to legalize the fruits of poaching on wetlands and to suggest that
the government’s only argument with local hunting activities is that they do not bring income to
the coffersX"V. This wrong conception may push local hunters to look for other means to influence
wildlife officials with money from illegal hunting, thereby encouraging wildlife exploitation on

wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation.
2.7. Weaknesses of the Environmental Management Code of 1996

This is the first comprehensive law on environmental management in Cameroon; it addresses
divers’ aspects of the environment. The Code has created a wide range of environmental offences
and some with very severe penalties ranging up to felonies punishable with life imprisonment and
a fine of up to half a billion francs CFAXY. The law has further accorded special status to the staff
of the Ministry of Environment, nature protection and sustainable Development, Mines and other
services to identify, investigate and prosecute these offences. The 1996 Environmental
Management Code protects wetlands ecosystems in its Section 27 and 94 respectively™ because

of their role in biodiversity conservation.

It is of our opinion that the two sections of the law stated above are almost vague this is because
they have all failed to put into place mechanisms for the effective protection of illegal exploitation
of wildlife species from wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation in
Cameroon, it should be noted that Section 94 of the law is found in the miscellaneous part of the
law, this shows how less important the legislator is treating the protection of wetland ecosystems
which are describe as “biological super markets” because of the extensive food webs and rich
biodiversity they support and as “kidneys of the landscape” because of the functions they perform
in the hydrological and chemical cyclesV'".
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3. EFFECTS OF ILLEGAL WILDLIFE EXPLOITATION FOR BUSHMEAT
CONSUMPTION AND COMMERCIALISATION

Wildlife exploitation for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation can contribute to a number
of negative effects to public health, the economy, diplomacy and the environment of the state as a

whole.
3.1 Public Health

The exploitation of bushmeat on wetlands for consumption and commercialisation can facilitate
the transmission of diseases from the animals"'" to humans*'™*. Bushmeat is an important source
of protein and income for many African people, but bushmeat-related activities have been linked
to numerous emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) outbreaks, such as Ebola, HIV, and SARS'.
According to Karesh, bushmeat provides a route for a number of serious tropical diseases spread
to humans from animals, the host, such as HIV/AIDs, Ebola' and currently the most deadly Corona
virus pandemic’. These diseases usually developed into a serious public health problem, taking
away the life of many citizens"". For example, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the
consumption of a dead monkey by villagers leads to the outbreak of Ebola disease in the country,
causing many loss of life and threatening the public health situation of many other neighbouring
distance countries. A medical report shows that the Ebola virus is predominant in Monkeys and
bads", and Cameroon as we know is a home to these wildlife species". Corona virus is largely

believed to have been transmitted from pangolins to humans in China, Wuhan City"'.
3.2 The Economy

The exploitation of bushmeat from wetlands for consumption and commercialisation can affect
the economy of countries negatively™!. In the event of the outbreak of diseases from bushmeat
consumption, for example Ebola and Corona virus, States spend a lot of resources both human and
financial in other to contain the situation'". The labour force of the country is seriously affected
and consequently leads to a negative performance of the economy'™. Money that should have been
used for other developmental projects will be diverted to solve the public health problems that
were not prepared for and the resultant effect is poor performance of the economy™.
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The tourism sector will suffer enormously, and this will have a direct effect on the country’s
economy™. Tourist in visiting a country, come along with hard currency and create employment
during their stay in the country™'. In a situation where the wildlife they are interested in are no
more in existence due to illegal hunting for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation, and
also, when the consumption cause the outbreak of a deadly disease, tourist will be scared or have
no interest visiting the area and the resultant effect is a very negative economic growth and
increased of unemployment which if not properly managed will provoke political uprising in the
affected countries™,

Illegal hunting for bushmeat and ivory for example, is having a serious impact on tourism-based
revenues from wildlife and undermining scope for wildlife-based land uses outside of protected

areas™"
3.3 State Diplomacy

The illegal exploitation of wildlife for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation can affect

the relationship of Cameroon with other states.

Cameroon is a signatory state to the convention on the protection of endangered species of wildlife
and the Ramsar convention on Wetlands of International Importance. The wildlife involved under
the protection of these conventions is usually or always constantly crossing the borders from one
country’s wetland to another™. If Cameroon fails to respect her own part of the engagement, this
will negatively affect her relationship with other state parties. She will also be working against its

own constitution of 1996™i,

It is an open secret that the current ditolariating diplomatic relationship between China and the
United States of America is as a result of the Corona virus pandemic where the US accused China
of attempting to steal vaccine data through its agents and decided to closed the Chines Consulate
in Huston, China in retaliation also order the closure of the US Consulate in Chendju. Shared
conservation projects, especially those involving water, can help build trust and confidence
between bordering countries to build or maintain peace™". The Ramsar Convention is an

international environmental agreement addressing wetland conservation with a key provision that
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acknowledges wetlands may transcend political boundaries™""'. The essential nature of water has
brought countries such as Pakistan and India together to develop the Indus Water Treaty, a shared

management plan™,

4. EFFECTS CAUSED BY THE NEGATIVE INFLUENCE OF DRIVERS
INVOLVED ON THE EXPLOITATION OF WILDLIFE FROM WETLANDS
FOR BUSHMEAT CONSUMPTION AND COMMERCIALISATION

A driver is defined as a factor, force or condition and a fundamental process in society that leads
to a direct impact on the environment through a change in either the state of the biodiversity and/or
the human foot print™. Drivers of biodiversity loss and ecological footprint however, are complex,
interrelated and constantly changing™. Although the drivers are interlinked, several of them are

in clusters, these global drivers that affect wildlife are:
4.1 Public Sector finance

The flow of founding to environmental and development issues, for example cash flow from
government budgets, multilateral banks, national and regional development banks, international
aid, and subsidy can easily contribute to wildlife loss on wetlands for the purpose of bushmeat
consumption and commercialisation if not well manage by the powers that be. For the assistance
flowing from the above mention sources to be effective and achieved the purpose for which it is
intended, there should be a bottom-up assessment of each programme for which this money or aid
is destine for, key actors must be identify to engaged in strategically manage the assistance from
the above drivers. If this is not done, the resultant effect will be negative impacts on wetlands
wildlife which is intended to be protected from illegal exploitation for consumption and
commercialisation by the 1994 Law™. This is so because with money in the hands of already
corrupt officials, it will go a long way in promoting illegal exploitation of wildlife on wetland
ecosystems for sustenance and commercialisation. A practice contrary to the spirit behind the 1994

forestry law of Cameroon™,
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4.2 Private sector finance

The flow of founding to environment and development issues from for example, private banks,
insurance funds, investors in business and industries is a good thing that should be encourage in
Cameroon because it would lead to providing the needed fund for the conservation of wildlife
found on wetlands in the country™ ", But this have to be done with caution if not , the very wildlife
the funds are intended to enhance an enabling environment for their management will be venerable
in the hands of predators which sold gold is to make quick money from the funds available through

any means possible.

To check excesses, new programmes or enhance co-ordination and collaboration between public
officials and NGOS™ should be established and encouraged so as to create a check and balance
mechanism between the main actors of the project and the donors. Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGOS) who are advocating for the protection of wildlife should be especially
involved in the management, by so doing; the earmarked amount of money would be effectively
used for the purpose for which it was intended, thereby protecting wildlife conservation on wetland

ecosystems from illegal exploitation for bushmeat consumption and commercialisation.

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Conclusion

Illegal exploitation of wildlife from wetland ecosystems for bushmeat consumption and
commercialisation is totally unacceptable and punishable by the law in Cameroon™'. For the law
to be effectively implemented, the state of Cameroon need to sensitise the populations on the
importance of wildlife to the nation and their immediate communities, put into place mechanisms
to fight against the major factors promoting this phenomenon, and educate the populations on the
effects of bushmeat consumption and commercialisation on individuals and public health. To
effectively achieve the goal of protecting wetlands from bushmeat exploitation, the poachers
should be trained on alternative means of livelihood or offer them employment opportunities in
other to alleviate them from the wicked hands of poverty.
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5.2 Recommendations

Below we shall discuss the recommended solutions for proper enhancement of the management of
bushment exploitation for consumption and commercialisation from wetland ecosystems within

the Cameroonian national territory.

5.2.1 Effective Implementation and Enforcement of National and International Laws

and Policies

National and international framework laws and policies affecting natural resource management,
relating to for example wetlands, water, wildlife, forestry, fisheries, land, development and
agriculture should be effectively implemented and enforced in Cameroon in order to enhance the
enabling environment for the management of bushmeat exploitation from wetland ecosystems.
National laws enacted for this purpose as well as international laws signed and rectified by
Cameroon should be enforced by Cameroon so that wildlife will be protected from bushmeat

exploitation™1i,

In a situation where these laws are not respected, it will lead to impunity and the resultant effect
will be the killing of wildlife by predators on wetlands ecosystems. In other to achieved this, a
monitoring system should be put in place to ensure that data collection and analysis are provided
during seminars, presentation on the level of implementation of the law, lawyers and magistrate

specialise in environmental issues should be properly train™Vi,
5.2.2 Educate the Populations on Consumption and Belief Attitudes towards Nature

Consumption choices, beliefs and attitudes towards nature, including lifestyle and value, relating
to for example, sustainable source products, green energy, cultural food preferences, attitudes to
human-wildlife conflict mitigation must be regulated so as to improve on the understanding of
what wildlife are and their importance to man and the environment. The state should be able to
improve on its sensitization strategies so as to encourage the populations to move away from the
traditional ways of consumption attitude towards wildlife and their lifestyle relationship with

wildlife species on wetland ecosystems™,
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5.3 Introduction of Alternative Measures

Alternative approaches should be introduce in the traditional societies™*, encouragement of the
consumption of fish and domestic animals in the place of wildlife would go a long way to protect
wildlife species from predators who usually used them for bushmeat consumption and
commercialisation™* thereby depriving man and the environment from its natural resources. The
government of the Republic of Cameroon must encourage Non-Governmental Organizations that
are interested in wetland management materially and financially so that they can be able to train
the local populations on the domestication of cane rats and other domestic species that can easily

be used as alternatives to protected wildlife on wetland ecosystems™xi,
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