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ABSTRACT 

 

The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act of 1967 is one which was created to ‘curb’ the growing 

secessionist and terrorist tendencies of the citizens back at the time of its birth. But is that how 

it is being used? 

This article seeks to map how this Act came to be - the reasons behind its culmination, how it 

has grown over the years and most significantly, its use in today’s society by the administration 

or executive. It aims to reveal how it has been used to quell dissent- a fundamental pillar of 

democracy- in terms of use and subsequent treatment of those arrested. This has been done by 

taking into account recent examples of arrests, which have primarily included social activists- 

such as Umar Khalid, Binayak Sen and Anand Teltumbde or activists who have ‘dared’ to 

speak against the nefarious activities ruling parties. This quashing of dissent is very 

problematic- for as aforementioned- it is a fundamental pillar of democracy. The Fundamental 

Freedom of Speech and Expression has been provided to each and every citizen of the nation, 

subject to ‘reasonable restrictions’, but are these restrictions reasonable, are they for the safety 

of the nation or simply- to put it in George Orwell’s words: ‘the defense of the indefensible’? 

Today, to challenge the operations of those in power takes years of struggle, of bravery and 

perseverance but that is not how it was meant to be – those in power have today come to 

overstep their thresholds and is what this paper seeks to highlight. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Talking about Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru once famously wrotei- “The essence of his 

teaching was fearlessness and truth…. Fearlessness does not mean just bodily courage but 

absence of fear from the mind.” 

75 years later, can we say that his teachings have served the intended purpose? It would be 

erroneous to claim the negative, for there exists today, a generation who speak and act, with an 

unwavering boldness- against injustices being prevalent in society, perpetrated by different 

sections against different sections. Their fearless voices perpetually reverberate in society, 

shaking awake those who were deep in their slumber of ignorance. It is the fear of this effect 

and the repercussions that it may have, that has caused the ones culpable for such injustices 

devise instruments to silence their voices.  

In this context, the ‘ones culpable’ refers to the Government (Central and State) equipped with 

their various instruments which include but are not restricted to- the Armed Forces Special 

Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958, the colonial Sedition Law and most importantly, the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 

 

THE BIRTH OF THE UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES PREVENTION ACT, 

1967 

The formulation of the UAPA was facilitated by two amendments to Part III of the constitution- 

the Fundamental Rightsii. While these amendments included aspects, which facilitated changes 

to multiple parts of the constitution, for the purpose of the UAPA- the focus will be restricted 

to the changes to the Right to Freedom.  

Sowing the Seeds- The First Amendment  

In the year 1950, while post partition communal riots ravaged the country, three landmark 

judgements were passed. These judgements: Romesh Thapar v. State of Madrasiii, the A. K. 

Gopalan Caseiv and V. G. Row v. the State of Madrasv were strung together by a similar idea- 

that fundamental freedoms can only be curbed in extreme cases and any law which does do so, 

is essentially unconstitutional. This idea of reading the text of the Fundamental Rights with a 
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liberal perspective was plainly disregarded by the Executive when it passed the First 

Amendment to the constitution in 1951, which further restricted the Freedom of Expression- 

by inserting the word ‘reasonable’ before ‘restrictions’ and the term ‘public order’ (clause 2). 

The Prime Minister used ‘protection against abuse of the freedom of expression’- in the context 

of the prevalent communal violence- coupled with ‘the achievement of Directive Principles of 

State Policy such as development’ as an excuse for the same. When one juxtaposes the 

supposed aim of ‘development’ against the regressive laws of the colonial era that this 

amendment revived such as Sedition (124 A of the Indian Penal Code), this claim of the 

executive fails to hold water.  

Clearing the Way- The Sixteenth Amendment  

In the backdrop of the Sino-Indian War of 1962- which threatened the ‘sovereignty and 

integrity’ of the nation, the Sixteenth Amendment was introduced to ‘protect’ the same. The 

amendment imposed further restrictions on Article 19, following which, the text read 

‘reasonable restrictions in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India’. This 

amendment was introduced to outlaw any promises of secession and cession from India by 

electoral candidates. More specifically, it aimed to prevent the political party of Dravida 

Munetra Kazhgam, which promised the same- from contesting elections. Interestingly, this 

curb on the Freedom of Expression was passed even after DMK agreed to drop secession from 

its charter, making one question: was it really protection of sovereignty and integrity of the 

state that the Executive sought? It was the Sixteenth Amendment which paved the way for the 

draconian UAP to be enacted. Although it was tabled twice in the Parliament and subsequently 

withdrawn due to opposition; it was successfully passed in the Lok Sabha of 1967 on the advice 

of the National Integration Council. The Act enables the Central Government to impose 

‘reasonable restrictions’ on the fundamental freedom of association, by exercising the right to 

ban organizations.  

The Roots- The Criminal Law Amendment Act  

While it was these amendments facilitated the establishment of the Act, the foundation of the 

UAPA along with its predecessors- the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002 and Terrorist and 

Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 1993 (both since repealed)- can be found in the 

Criminal Law Amendment Act, instituted by the British Raj. The Act was the first to use the 

term ‘unlawful association’ as a tool to suppress the Indian Independence Movement. It did so 
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by labelling a number of organizations which worked for the movement as an ‘unlawful 

association’, effectively suspending their activities. At this juncture, it is hard to miss the sad 

irony of the situation: the once oppressed state of India, using the same instruments its 

oppressor employed to subdue its constituents, the same instruments it struggled for 90 years 

to leave behind. The UAPA has seen significant changes to its text in 2004, 2008 and 2019 and 

to the ruling party at the centre- from UPA to NDA, neither of which saw a problem with this 

piece of legislation. This reveals the colonial tendencies of the ones in power in the country, 

tendencies carried forth from the Imperial Period creating a miserable state of affairs for the 

constituents of the country.  

The Support- The National Investigation Agency and the National Counter Terrorism 

Centre 

The 2008 terror attacks in Mumbai left citizens vulnerable, a state which was unsurprisingly 

exploited by the Central Government. The third amendment to the Act was passed by Pratibha 

Patil, establishing the UAPA as the main terror law of the country and the National 

Investigation Agency was set up. It was provided with unrestricted powers of investigation, 

arrest, etc. and recently- seizure of properties in cases across the country and beyond territorial 

borders as well. The schedule of the NIA includes the UAPA, allowing it to participate in cases 

under the same.  

Subsequently, the National Counter Terrorism Centre was set up in 2012 under a notification 

by the Center. The Director General of the NCTC is free to arrest, investigate, etc. without any 

form of communication to the state government. It draws its powers from the UAPA while a 

check on these powers, is kept by the Intelligence Bureau. Why is such control of the NCTC 

problematic? The answer lies in the fact that this Bureau was set up by an executive order 

during the British Raj, and not under a legislation of the Indian Government. As a result, its 

functioning lacks transparency which is only duplicated by any body-such as the NCTC- it 

regulates. Can a nation be one ‘for the people’ when it permits executive bodies to wield 

overwhelming powers of arrest, of detainment, while providing close to no accountability to 

the same people? 

Apart from actively facilitating the numerous- and often baseless arrests- made under the 

UAPA, the NIA and the NCTC are guilty of encroaching upon the domain of the State 

Government. This domain (law and order) and a federal structure are talked about in the 
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constitution, as an obligation for all constituents of the country to honor. Is the government not 

obligated to ensure the ‘constitutional morality’ of its actions when it expects ‘the people’ to? 

 

THE FOUR CATEGORIES UNDER THE ACT 

Entailing Punishment- Unlawful Activities  

Talking about ‘Unlawful Activities’, the definition provided under Section 2(O) is vague. This 

characteristic has been subject to exploitation, with those in power interpreting it as they see 

fit. For example, the crime does not require a violent act. As a result, it can be interpreted to 

involve any form of expression which may involve one’s views and beliefs as well, if they 

involve ‘cession and secession’ or more correctly, if those in power consider it to be 

‘threatening’. Further, the definition speaks about ‘disaffection against India’, but fails to 

delineate what ‘disaffection’ includes. As a result, expressing any criticism against the policies 

in place, expressing any discontentment with the same could effectively put one behind bars, 

even if the ‘disaffection’ was not intended or intentional. The punishment that this ‘crime’ 

entails is a jail term of seven years with a fine, which can be imposed upon anyone who 

commits or abets an Unlawful Activity. Here, let us focus on the word abet. Does a jail sentence 

of seven years- a sentence usually provided to convicted rapists seem appropriate for one who 

did not actively execute the Unlawful Activity, seem appropriate? 

Further, it is important to note that not all of those who talk about secession or incite 

disaffection are jailed, such as politicians in power- it is more than often an arbitrary process.  

Thus, the Government is awarded with overbearing powers to punish whoever it sees fit, with 

close to nothing stopping it. More than often, this power of punishment is used against those 

who dare to oppose the working of the ruling party.  

Entailing Punishment- Terrorist Act 

A change in the definition of ‘Terrorist Act’ was called for in 1995, after lakhs of people were 

jailed owing to the broad scope of the original. The definition was rewritten in 2002, (Section 

15), goes beyond the conventional meaning of a terrorist act, to include the use of explosives, 

the detainment of a public functionary, etc. many of which are already included under other 
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laws such as the Indian Penal Code and the Arms Act, which provide punishments less harsh 

than the UAPA. Yet again, arbitrariness prevails- it is left up to the executive to decide under 

which law the offender be held liable, putting those who manage to stay on the good side of 

the government at an advantage. Additionally, it raises the question of why the UAPA is 

required, when multiple laws for such offenders already exist?  

This unconventional definition opens up the public- in particular the public who may speak 

against the government- to be held liable under its numerous facets. While many new facets 

are included, the definition leaves out the clause, “adversely affecting the harmony among 

different sections of society”- communal violence ceases to be a crime. This effectively means 

that acts like killing of Dalits, the 2002 anti-Muslim pogrom or succinctly put, harming a 

minority community, would no longer attract penalty. It becomes hard to miss the majoritarian 

order favoring nature of this definition, for it dissolves the protection earlier provided to the 

minority. It allows the former, usually the perpetrator, to walk scot free. Is such a scenario 

fitting for a country which brags about the right to equality it provides its citizens?  

Apart from this, the UAPA digresses from the constitutional mandate of not imposing 

minimum punishments to provide a jail term of not less than 5 years to those found liable, 

which may extend to life imprisonment.  

Entailing ban- Terrorist Organization 

Moving on, the Executive can establish an organization as a Terrorist Organization, resulting 

in a ban. While Section 35 of the Act empowers it to provide no reasons for this ban and to 

circumvent the approval of a Tribunal, effectively providing absolute freedom to the 

government to administer these labels, Section 3 restricts this freedom. However, these 

restrictions are an ineffective barrier, for woven within its text itself, are methods for the 

government to bypass these restrictions. For example- the government is mandated to provide 

reasons for a ban under Section 3- unless it withholds the same for ‘public interest’. Similarly, 

if it is ‘of the opinion’ that an immediate ban is required, it need not consult a tribunal. Further, 

Section 35 allows a ban to continue in perpetuity, while section 3 includes a limit of 2 years, 

but what is to stop the government from imposing another ban after the 2 years are up? Under 

Section 38 of the Act, being a member of such an association mandates a jail term up to 10 

years. 
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Entailing ban- Terrorist Gang 

A Terrorist Gang is defined as a group of people who come together to execute an unlawful 

act. Labelling an organization as such does not imply a restraint of its activities, but simply 

guilt of its members. While just being a member of a Terrorist Organization can call for a 

penalty, in the case of a Terrorist Gang, each one is liable only for their acts subject to their 

degree of involvement. It is important to note that recently, under the 2019 amendment, the 

executive empowered itself to designate an individual as a ‘terrorist’ on the same grounds- in 

the name of national security.  

It is not only the members of these organizations who suffer, but also those who may associate 

with them as well. A lawyer fighting a case for a member, a doctor helping an injured member, 

are penalized even though they were not active and direct participants of the organization. This 

facet gains significance when the group carries out legitimate activities for the benefit of the 

people along with their main objectives (usually the case) and have multiple volunteers for 

these activities. Let us explore this with an example- The CPI(M) which was labelled as a 

Terrorist Organization in 2009, has various village committees to oversee various activities 

like irrigation and healthcare. The UAPA terms these individuals- who work for the betterment 

of the community often without any involvement in the acts that called for the ban- ‘terrorist 

sympathizers. Such ‘sympathizers’ of Terrorist Organizations are subject to jail terms of 10 

years, the same punishment provided to active members while it is ‘sympathizers’ of Terrorist 

Gangs who suffer less. 

The Twisted Path of Growth  

If we read the text of the UAPA keeping in mind the jurisprudence to be followed in the 

country, its digression from the latter- which is revealed- is alarming. For example, the 

Criminal Code of Procedure allows for 15 days of detention while no preventative detention is 

allowed under Article 22 of the Constitution. The UAPA on the other hand allows the period 

of detention to be extended to 30 days [Section 43 D (2)] and calls for a 90-day preventative 

detention for even minor crimes. Not only does it go against the constitution and the CRPC, 

but it also disregards one of the basic fundamental pillars of jurisprudence on which Indian 

Law is based- the presumption of innocence (Section 43 E). This makes it significantly harder 

for the accused to absolve himself, as he has to disprove an accusation made by an overbearing 

entity like the government, with close to no information about why he has been arrested. Often, 
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he is not even allowed to appear at his own trials [Section 43 D (3)]. What about the natural 

principle of justice: Audi Alteram Partem, which forms the basic fundamentals of law? How 

can we expect the Legal System to not collapse but stand tall, when its fundamental structure 

is eroded and chipped away at? At this juncture we can draw a comparison between these trials 

and Kangaroo Courts which were prevalent in during the autocracy of Hitler, Pol Pot and the 

likes. These courts failed to follow the basic rules of the law, the recognized standards of law 

and justice. They blatantly ignored due process, allowing their biases to contaminate their 

decisions. In a democracy, what is the place of a system devised by autocracies? This issue is 

further compounded by the restrictions on bail placed by the Act [Section 43 D (5) and the 

absolute deprivation of anticipatory bail [Section 43 D (4)]. Apart from the aforementioned, 

the UAPA increases police powers of arrest, search and seizure (Section 43A, 43B), permits 

in-camera trials and the withholding of the identity of the witness (Section 44), and finally, 

allows intercepted communications to be used as evidence (Section 46).  

 

A TOOL FOR SILENCING, BUT WHO? 

To demonstrate that the UAPA is and how, used to quell dissent against the government, we 

can make use of three examples - of three inexplicable arrests made in contemporary society 

under the garb of ‘protection from terrorism’.  

Binayak Sen 

A paediatrician, and public health specialist by profession, Binayak Sen is the vice president 

of the People's Union for Civil Liberties. It was under Sen’s leadership, that in 2006- apart 

from multiple statements criticising the Salwa Judum camps and the CSPSA in the local press- 

PUCL had released the preliminary report of a joint fact-finding done in Dantewada, with other 

human rights groupsvi. It was an indictment of the Chhattisgarh administration's role in setting 

up and running these camps, and the havoc this had wrought on the lives of the adivasis there. 

The camps were mobilised as part of anti-insurgency operations, to counter Naxalite violence 

in these areas. For Sen simply refused to support the government’s methods of opposition of 

the Maoists- he was painted a ‘supporter’ of the same and arrested in 2007, both under normal 

laws and under the Chhattisgarh Special Public Security Act and Unlawful Activities 

Prevention Act. Further, he was held on charges of sedition, waging war against the Indian 
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state and sentenced to life imprisonment. He was granted bail after a trial before the Supreme 

Court, where the prosecution failed to provide incriminating and substantial evidence; after a 

trial which proved that his only fault was his disapproval of the government’s operations. 

Anand Teltumbde 

In the initial stages of the investigation of the 2018 Bhima Koregaon Violence, the spotlight 

was on two Hindutva activists: Milind Ektobe and Sambhaji Bhidevii. However, this was 

quickly covered up by right-wing forces of the Sangh parivar which released a report finding 

fault with this enquiry and placing the blame on the Elgar Parishad, a collective of progressive 

Ambedkarite organisations and activists that held the annual mass gathering at Bhima 

Koregaon. They claimed that this group had a connection with the Communist Party, a claim 

which is rather far-fetched for there exists no link between the two. The ruling party exploited 

the situation created by this accusation to fabricate a story, of an attempt to assassinate the 

Prime Minister by its sworn enemy- the Left. It left the scope definition of ‘Left’ broad and 

subject to interpretation and Teltumbde, being a human rights activist and a man of liberal 

thought- was termed a ‘sympathizer’ of the guilty Left. 

Why was he one of those targeted? Teltumbde is a son-in-law from the family of Babasaheb 

Ambedkar: whose socialist ideals the capitalist ruling party has been trying to erase for years 

now. The politics he articulates, the reforms he calls for against the Hindutva regime is an 

anathema to the right wing neo-liberal forces in power. He stands for the annihilation of caste, 

for socialism, for equality-based progress in the country which goes against everything not 

only the casteist ruling powers, but also its branches such as the regressive RSS stand for.  

Had his publications, his thoughts, his ideals conformed to that of the government, would the 

link between the Elgar Parishad and the CPI(M) materialized?  

Umar Khalid 

Khalid, a Jawaharlal Nehru University scholar, was arrested under the UAPA for ‘hatching the 

conspiracy to fuel Delhi riots during US President Donald Trump's visit to spread globally the 

propaganda over torture of minorities in India’ in early 2020 among several other activists. 

Additionally, he was charged on the grounds of criminal conspiracy, murder, rioting, sedition, 

unlawful assembly and promoting enmity on the grounds of religion, language, casteviii. The 

basis for the investigation into Umar along with the other activists stemmed from leaked 
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WhatsApp chatsix- which included plans for peaceful protests against the Citizenship 

Amendment Act. The police were the ones who painted these democratic events as sinister 

crimes. It becomes hard to notice any fault of Khalid- unless raising your voice against a move 

of the government is a wrong, unless demanding accountability from the leaders you gave 

power to, is a crime instead of a prerogative.  

Why were the police so active in the case of Khalid but took no notice of Kapil Mishra’s 

incendiary slogans: demanding the expulsion of ‘desh ke gaddaron’ (traitors of the nation) at a 

pro-CAA march? Or when Anurag Thakur incited the public to shoot these ‘gaddars’ dead? Do 

their words which give birth to communal tendencies attract no penalty under the UAPA? The 

answer to this question lies in the fact that Mishra and Thakur’s comments were the antithesis 

of Khalid’s- they spoke in favour of the policies of the majority party, in conformity with the 

ideologies the government preaches.  

The situation created when the government fails to punish its ‘supporters’ is very problematic. 

Hindutva Terror groups, which preach ideologies in consonance with those of the government, 

walk scot free for crimes of a more severe degree than most ‘Terrorists’. Their extreme 

nationalistic fervour gives rise to them propagating an anti-minority rhetoric which more than 

often results in communal violence under the garb of nationalism, inappropriate for a nation 

like India, for it threatens the secular identity of the nation.  

 

A TOOL FOR SILENCING, BUT HOW? 

Putting together the increased powers of the police and the increased periods of detention, it 

comes as no surprise that the UAPA has facilitated one of the gravest human right violations- 

custodial torture. Let us explore this with the story of Soni Sori. 

Soni Sorix is an advasi school teacher and the warden of a government run school for tribal 

children in Jabela, Dantewada. She was arrested under the UAPA and other laws such as 

sedition and criminal conspiracy (120 B of the Indian Penal Code) along with her nephew, 

Lingaram Kodopi- a proactive journalist, for having ‘links with the Maoist Party.  

Much like the aforementioned examples, Sori’s arrest comes with an underlying reason which 

can be uncovered by analysing events before her arrest. The Chhattisgarh Police claimed she 

https://thelawbrigade.com/
https://thelawbrigade.com/
https://thelawbrigade.com/iplr


An Open Access Journal from The Law Brigade Publishers 127 

 

 

Indian Politics & Law Review Journal (IPLRJ) 
ISSN 2581 7086 
Volume 6 - 2021 

had been held for her involvement in multiple cases of Maoist violence and being a conduit for 

a bribe by the Essar to the Maoists. A deeper analysis of her past reveals that Sori had, along 

with her nephew, uncovered human rights violations by both parties in the long-standing 

conflict of the government security forces and the Maoists in the tribal areas of Chhattisgarh. 

She had also refused to act as an informer to the police against this left-wing party. Is it a 

coincidence that it was only post these incidents that the police were able to uncover these 

‘links’ were uncovered? Or was it because she was close to making these human rights 

violations known to the world? Or because she simply refused to conform to what the police 

required her to be?   

Post two days in custody, when Sori was to be produced before the magistrate, her condition 

was such that she could not even walk to the court. The police falsely claimed that she had 

‘slipped in the bathroom’. Detailed examinations and Sori’s testimony revealed that she 

received electric shocks, she was molested and paraded around naked, objects were inserted 

her privates and her spine had annular tears. She was deprived of ‘immediate medical care’ till 

days after.  

This kind of physical torture, common to most UAPA cases, coupled with the psychological 

torture that comes with being locked away for days- breaks the accused from within, turning 

him into a shell of a person, with no fire to question the government anymore. Most arrests 

under the UAPA result in acquittals, with data from 2014-2018 showing this number to be 

more than 50% with a conviction rate as low as 27.2% in 2018xi. What do these figures 

indicate? Through these figures, it is established that most arrests made under the UAPA are 

frivolous, dependent upon the whims and fancies of the government for had these been 

unbiased, the conviction rates would be a great deal higher. But even after their acquittal, the 

government finds new reasons to put them back into a holding cell, repeating the procedure 

over and over, till the dissenters lose their will to dissent or simply- never see the light of day 

to do so. The police use their overbearing powers, awarded by the UAPA to coerce the arrested 

to falsely confess, as was the case with Tahir Hussain- Umar Khalid’s acquaintance. While this 

confession of Hussain which implicated Khalid in a criminal conspiracy was deemed 

inadmissible in courtxii, it painted Khalid in a negative light- knocking him off his pedestal in 

society, reducing the reach of his ideas. Thus, the police assist the government in reducing the 

capability of many to speak against the government, effectively. 
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WHY SILENCING DISSENT IS UNDESIRABLE 

In the words of Justice D. Y. Chandrachud, ‘dissent is the safety valve of democracy’xiii. 

Dissent allows a pluralist society, like that of India- with a diverse set of individuals in terms 

of race, religion, gender, to thrive. The suppression of dissent, would wipe out this boon, which 

gives India an upper hand. For it was the people who handed power to the government, is it not 

their right to demand accountability for a misuse of this power? Change is the only anathema 

to an autocracy, and if our government refuses to accept the requirement for change, India will 

remain a democracy in name only. It is democracy which allows these changes to be affected 

without violence, without friction. Accepting change is what puts us back on the tortuous path 

of progress- if we fail to look over our shoulder to see how far we’ve come, we would not be 

able to detect any digressions we make from this path. As a consequence, we may never be 

able to correct these deviations, digressing so far from progress that we eventually hit reverse 

and end up a country with archaic ways.  

For example- stricter controls on the press, the freedom to detain without trial whoever revolts 

against the government, in camera trials, among others are features not limited to the UAPA 

but are common to the Black Act of 1919 as well. The Act which thousands were imprisoned 

for, the Act which triggered the Jallianwala Bag Massacre- which till today, haunts the citizen 

of our nation. It becomes plainly clear that the Executive has not only resorted to archaic 

methods of oppression but also allowed the struggles that it took India to break free of the 

shackles of imperialism fade into the background. In a similar fashion, the suppression of 

opposition by putting dissenters behind bars, the abrogation fundamental freedoms, the 

censorship the media happening around us today- is hauntingly reminiscent of one of the 

grimmest periods of post-colonial Indian history: The Emergency Period of 1975. During this 

period, the democratic identity of the country was on the brink of collapse while a 

claustrophobic atmosphere, where people feared every move, every word, every breath might 

land them in a holding cell. Today, India may not be in a proclaimed state of emergency, but 

there still exists as long as we live and breathe in fearxiv.  

It is in ‘Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and Democracy’s Turning Point’, that historian 

Gyan Prakash argues, the Emergency was not in fact summoned into existence by Indira, but 

resulted from the failure of Indian constitutional democracy to respond adequately to the needs 

of the peoplexv. Is this not the case today? The government has failed to see that what the 
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country- a developing one in the 21st century- needs, is liberal policies, advancement in 

different spheres and a more inclusive and accepting society. It considers satisfying its own 

needs of primary importance, while the needs of the people take a backseat. How many Safoora 

Zagars need to spend their pregnancies in jailxvi, how many Swapan Dasguptas need to die in 

custodyxvii, how many Arun Ferrerias need to face torture at the hands of the policexviii before 

the government realises that this is not an India suitable for the development of the future 

generations? This realisation must be soon; before Indians grow fearful of the regime, before 

they become mute observers of the milieu around them and before Gandhi’s teachings go to 

waste. 
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