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INTRODUCTION  

Divine law, then again, is law declared by God by means of disclosure. Divine law isn't 

generally known, however it might be all around authoritative. In the event that you don't have 

confidence in God, at that point you won't discover divine law convincing, or even, truly, 

recognize its reality.  

We trust that everything is administered by law. We are appreciative that it is in this way, for 

else we would live in a universe of shot, in a frightful vulnerability of what might occur next. 

I trust that the material laws that can be followed in the creation had a canny will behind them, 

that the laws themselves were never better than the will of God. He made those laws, and by 

His energy they ended up noticeably compelling to achieve His motivations.  

It is to Him that we implore, and we know he is all-powerful and hears petitions, and however 

He utilizes material laws to do His designs, His will was never subjected to the laws, build up 

the laws have ever been subservient to Him. Let nobody surmise that God is barren, that the 

laws He has made obstruct His listening ability His youngsters and noting their supplications. 

 

THE LAW BY WHICH GOD HAS FROM THE BEGINNING DETERMINED TO DO 

ALL THINGS 

 Everything that exist work in a way that is neither unnatural nor arbitrary. Nor do they ever 

work without a biased end or objective And the end which they work for isn't accomplished 

unless the work is additionally fit to accomplish it by, for various finishes require distinctive 

methods of working. Hence, we characterize a Law as that which figures out what sort of work 

every thing ought to do, how its energy ought to be limited, and what frame its work should 

take. No end would ever be achieved unless the methods by which it was come to were 



A Creative Connect International Publication  73 

 

 

South Asian Law Review Journal 
Volume 4 

February 2018 

consistent; in other words, unless the methods were reasonable, fitting, and proper to their end 

as indicated by a rule, manage, or law. This is valid in any case even of the workings of God 

Himself.  

Everything work, in their own specific manner, as per a law. Nearly everything works as per a 

law subject tosome prevalent, who has created it, just the works and operations of God have 

Him as both their laborer and as their law. The very being of God is a kind of law to His 

working, for the flawlessness that God is, gives flawlessness to what God does.  

Indeed, even insightful and scholarly agnostics recognized that there must be some First Cause, 

whereupon the presence of everything else depends. Nor do they call this reason anything other 

than an Agent, that is, something that knows what it does and why it does it, and does as such 

as indicated by a specific request or law.  

God in this manner is a law both to Himself and to everything else. He moves in the direction 

of a specific end and by acertain law, which compels the impacts of His energy with the goal 

that it doesn't work, interminably however just as much as important to achieve that end, The 

general end for which God works everything intime is the activity of His most radiant and 

abundant excellence. This bottomless greatness shows itself in variety, which is the reason 

Scripture so regularly discusses God's "wealth" "The Lord has made everything for Himself" 

not on account of they can add anything to Him, but rather so that in everything he might show 

His advantage and beauty.  

That eternal law which God Himself is to Himself and by which He works everything which 

have their birthplace in Him; that lawon which the face of shrewdness sparkles and says,  

Since He works as per this law, and "of Him, and through Him, and unto Him, are all things" 

The opportunity of God is not the slightest bit reduced by this, since God uninhibitedly and 

willfully ties Himself to this law. We may consequently call this the unceasing law, since it is 

the order, which God before all ages has set down with Himself for Himself to do everything 

by. 

Natural Law Meaning and Definition 
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There is no unanimity about the definition and correct importance of Natural Law. In law, the 

term 'Characteristic Law' implies those guidelines and standards, which should have started 

from some incomparable source other than any political or common expert. It is from the earlier 

strategy unique in relation to experimental technique, the structures, acknowledges things or 

decisions in connection to a subject as they are with no need, enquiry, or perception while 

observational or a posteriori approach tries to discover the causes and reason in connection to 

the topic. It symbolizes Physical Law of Nature in light of good goals, which has all-inclusive 

immaterialness at all spots and terms. It has frequently been utilized either to safeguard a 

change or to keep up the norm as indicated by necessities and prerequisite of the time. For 

instance, Locke utilized Natural Law as an instrument of progress yet Hobbes utilized it to keep 

up the present state of affairs in the public. The ideas of 'Administer of Law' in England and 

India and 'due process' in USA are in view of Natural Law. Characteristic Law is endless and 

unalterable, as having existed from the beginning of the world, uncreated and changeless. Man 

does not make characteristic Law; it is just found by him. Characteristic Law is not upheld by 

any outer office. Regular Law is not proclaimed by enactment; it is a result of proclaiming of 

logicians, prophets, holy people and so forth and along these lines it might be said, it is a higher 

type of law. Common Law has no formal composed Code. Likewise, there is neither exact 

punishment for its infringement nor a particular reward for keeping its tenets. Characteristic 

Law has an unceasing enduring worth, which is unchanging. Regular Law is likewise named 

as Divine Law, Law of Nature, Law of God, and so on. Divine Law implies the order of God 

forced upon men. Characteristic Law is likewise the Law of Reason, as being built up by that 

reason by which the world is represented, and furthermore as being routed to and seen by the 

balanced of nature of man.  

 

It is additionally the Universal or Common Law as being of all-inclusive legitimacy, the same 

in all spots and authoritative on all people groups, and not one thing at Athens. In conclusion 

in present day times we think that it is named as "moral law" similar to the statement of the 

standards of ethical quality. The Natural Law prevents the likelihood from securing any 

unbending division of the 'is' and 'should' part of law and trusts that such a partition is 

superfluously causing befuddling in the field of law. The supporters of Natural Law contend 

that the thoughts of 'equity', 'right' or 'reason' have been drawn from the idea of man and the 
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Law of Nature and, along these lines, this viewpoint can't be totally dispensed with from the 

domain of law. It has largely been considered as a perfect wellspring of law with invariant 

substance. 

Evolution, Growth and Decline of Natural Law 

 

The substance of 'Regular Law' has fluctuated every now and then as indicated by the reason 

for which it has been utilized and the capacity it is required to perform to suit the necessities 

of the time and conditions. In this manner, the advancement and improvement of 'Common 

Law' has experienced different stages, which may comprehensively be contemplated under the 

accompanying heads:  

(1) Ancient Period  

(2) Medieval Period  

(3) Renaissance Period  

(4) Modern period  

 

(1) Ancient Period  

Heraclitus (530 – 470 B.C.)  

The idea of Natural Law was created by Greek scholars around fourth century B.C. Heraclitus 

was the principal Greek logician who pointed at the three primary trademark highlights of Law 

of Nature in particular, (I) predetermination, (ii) request and (iii) reason. He expressed that 

nature isn't a scattered load of things however there is an unmistakable connection between the 

things and an unequivocal request and mood of occasions. As per him, 'reason' is one of the 

basic components of Natural Law  

 

Socrates (470 – 399 B.C.)  
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Socrates said that like Natural Physical Law there is a Natural or Moral Law. 'Human Insight' 

that a man has the ability to recognize great and terrible and can value the ethical esteems. This 

human 'knowledge' is the premise to judge the law. Socrates did not prevent the specialist from 

securing the Positive Law. As indicated by him, it was fairly the interest of the 'understanding' 

to obey it, and maybe that was the reason he wanted to savor harm compliance to law than to 

flee from the jail. He argued for the need of Natural Law for security and strength of the nation, 

which was one of the primary needs of the age. His student Plato upheld a similar hypothesis. 

Yet, it is in Aristotle that we locate a legitimate and coherent elaboration of the hypothesis.  

 

Aristotle (384 – 322 B.C.)  

As per him, man is a piece of nature in two ways; right off the bat, he is the piece of the animals 

of the God, and besides, he has knowledge and reason by which he can shape his will. By his 

reason, man can find the interminable rule of equity. The man's reason being the piece of the 

nature, the law found by reason is called 'regular equity'. Positive Law should endeavour to 

consolidate in itself the guidelines of 'Regular Law' however it ought to be obeyed regardless 

of whether it is without the standard rule of Natural Law. The Law ought to be transformed or 

revise as opposed to be broken. He contended that slaves must acknowledge their parcel for 

subjugation was a 'characteristic' foundation. Aristotle recommended that the goals of Natural 

Law have radiated from the human heart and not from human personality and, in this manner, 

they are much more important than the Positive Law which is a result of the human personality.  

 

Characteristic Law in Roman System  

The Romans did not restrict their investigation of 'Common Law' simply to hypothetical 

dialogs however conveyed it further to give it a pragmatic shape by changing their inflexible 

lawful framework into cosmopolitan living law. Along these lines, Natural Law practiced an 

exceptionally valuable effect on the Roman law through division of Roman law into three 

unmistakable divisions to be specific 'Jus civil', 'Jusgentium' and 'Jus naturale'. Common law 

called 'Jus civile' was material just to Roman residents and the law, which represented Roman 

subjects, and in addition, the non-natives was known as 'Jus gentium'. It comprised of the 

general legitimate standards, which complied with Natural Law or Law of Reason. Afterward, 
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both these were converged to be known as 'Jus naturale' as Roman citizenship was stretched 

out to everybody with the exception of a couple of classes of people. Roman legal advisors did 

not trouble themselves with the issue of contention between 'Positive Law' and 'Regular Law'. 

Despite the fact that there was a general feeling that regular law being founded on reason and 

still, small voice was better than Positive Law and consequently, if there should arise an 

occurrence of a contention between the two, the last ought to be slighted. 

Natural Law in India 

Hindu lawful framework is maybe the oldest lawful arrangement of the world. They built up 

an extremely intelligent and thorough assortment of law at early circumstances. A feeling of 

'Equity' invades the entire collection of law. Nevertheless, the successive changes in the 

political framework and government and various outside attacks, consistently kept its orderly 

and normal development. Under the remote control, no legitimate consideration could be paid 

to the investigation of this lawful framework. Numerous hypotheses and standards of it are yet 

obscure, investigated. Regardless of whether there was any origination of 'Common Law' or 

not, and if there was any, what was its power and its connection with 'Positive Law' are the 

issues which can't be replied with extraordinary sureness. Nonetheless, a few standards and 

arrangements can be called attention to in this regard. As indicated by the Hindu view, Law 

owes its reality to God. Law is given in 'Shruti' and 'Smritis'. The ruler is essentially to execute 

that law and he himself is bound by it and if conflicts with this law he ought to be rebelled. 

Puranas are brimming with cases where the lords were ousted and guillotined when they 

conflicted with the built up law.  

 

(2) Medieval Period  

Catholic logicians and theologicians of the Middle Ages gave another hypothesis of 

'Characteristic Law'. In spite of the fact that they too gave it philosophical premise, they 

withdrew from the conventionality of early Christian Fathers. Their perspectives are more 

intelligent and precise. perspectives might be taken as illustrative of the new hypothesis. His 

perspectives about society are like that of Aristotle. Social association and state are 

characteristic wonders. He characterized law as 'a mandate of explanation behind the benefit 

of everyone made by him who has the care of the group and proclaimed'. St. Thomas Aquinas 
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gave a fourfold characterization of laws, to be specific, (1) Law of God or outside law, (2) 

Natural Law which is uncovered through "reason", (3) Divine Law or the Law of Scriptures, 

(4) Human Laws which we now called 'Positive law'. Characteristic Law is a piece of celestial 

law. It is that part which uncovers itself in characteristic reason. Like his antecedents, St. 

Aquinas concurred that Natural Law exudes from 'reason' and is connected by people to 

represent their undertakings and relations. This Human Law or 'Positive Law', thusly, must stay 

inside the points of confinement of that of which it is a section. It implies that Positive Law 

must comply with the Law of the Scriptures. Positive Law is substantial just to the degree to 

which it is good with 'Characteristic Law' and along these lines in congruity with 'Everlasting 

Law'. He viewed Church as the expert to decipher Divine Law. In this manner, it has the expert 

to give decision upon the integrity of Positive Law too. Thomas advocated ownership of 

individual property which was viewed as corrupt by the early Christian Fathers.  

St. Thomas separated his philosophical arrangement of law into three noteworthy areas: 1. The 

Eternal or Divine Law, 2. The Natural Law (Lex Naturalis), and 3. The Human Law. Under 

each there are a few subdivisions. We should think about them in this, his own, arrange. An 

unpleasant chart of St. Thomas Aquinas' arrangement of law might be of assistance in seeing 

each part in its connection to the entire, and to alternate parts:  

I. Lex Aeterna or Divine Law.  

II. Lex Naturalis, which shares in, and is gotten from the  

Divine Law. This is isolated into  

(a) essential normal law, and  

(b) secondary normal law. The last got from the essential regular law standards.  

III. Human or Positive Law which got from normal law by the utilization of human reason, and 

should be in congruity with the Divine and regular laws. It is important on the grounds that the 

statutes of the normal law are regularly obscured in the brain or heart of man through 

transgression.  

 

LEX AETERNA OR DIVINE LAW  
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The immense undertaking of St. Thomas Aquinas was to finished the procedure of his 

fundamental undertakings hidden his "Summa Theologica" was to decide the-position of man 

in this unceasing and astute request of the made Universe. In this made world orderSt. Thomas 

Aquinas thinks about three domains. Initially, the "Ontological request" of things as indicated 

by which everything existent is dictated by its want of safeguarding its being. Besides, the 

"astronomical vitalistic arrange" which manages such teleological capacities as multiplication 

and the fulfillment of other crucial creature needs that nature has shown all creatures as 

indicated by the interminable request of things. Thirdly, the circle of the "creature basis et 

sociale," which is the domain of good flawlessness to know reality about God, and to live in 

the public arena.  

In every one of these domains there is however one fundamental law-the Lex Naturalis, by 

methods for which God keeps up arrange inside the made Universe. Since man is a reasonable 

animal, supplied with the workforce to know reality about God, the Lex Naturalis progresses 

toward becoming for him specifically  

An interest in the Lex Aeterna,8 that is, a support in the Divine Wisdom. Both these ideas, the 

Divine reason and the Lex Aeterna, were first created by St. Augustine. St. Thomas regularly 

alludes to him as an expert, and especially as respects these notions.9 Since the Lex Aeterna, 

which "is nothing else than the kind of Divine Wisdom, as coordinating all activities and 

developments," 10 constitutes the establishment of St. Thomas' hypothesis of law, and in light 

of the fact that he himself credits St. Augustine similar to his power, we might bargain without 

further ado with St. Augustine's Lex Aeterna, with a specific end goal to give us a superior 

comprehension of St. Thomas' fundamental position.  

It is the goal and outright from the earlier of everything that is known "when in doubt and 

measure." It exists in itselfand must be considered through itself. The Divine astuteness 

eternallyremains the measure and manage of all things, and every thing has truth to the extent 

that it displays the Divine brains. So a Divine concepthere the law-is valid by reason of itself.13 

St. Thomas Aquinas expresses that the law is the pragmatic reason radiating from a ruler. The 

made Universe is controlled by Divine fortune, thus the group of the Universe is administered 

by Divine reason. So the general concept of the interminable legislature of everything in God 

has the idea of a law. What's more, since the Divine reason isn't liable to time, however is 

interminable, its law, as well, must be eternial. 14 All things are made by Divine knowledge, 
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and that kind of Divine intelligence which moves everything to their due end bears the character 

of a law. Subsequently the Lex Aeterna is only Divine intelligence coordinating all activities 

and developments. 5  

 

Aquinas' Five Proofs for the Existence of God  

The Summa Theologica is a well known work composed by Saint Thomas Aquinas between 

AD 1265 and 1274.  

It is separated into three principle parts and covers the majority of the center philosophical 

lessons of Aquinas' opportunity. One of the inquiries the Summa Theologica is notable for 

tending to is the subject of the presence of God. Aquinas reacts to this inquiry by offering the 

accompanying five verifications:  

1. The Argument from Motion: Our faculties can see movement by observing that things follow 

up on oneanother. Whatever moves is moved by something unique. Thusly, there must be a 

First Mover that makes this chain response of movements. This is God. God gets everything 

under way and gives them their potential.  

2. The Argument from Efficient Cause: Because nothing can cause itself, everything must have 

a reason or something that makes an impact on something else. Without a first reason, there 

would be no others. Along these lines, the First Cause is God.  

 

3. The Argument from Necessary Being: Because protests on the planet appear and go out of 

it, it is workable for those items to exist or not exist at a specific time. Notwithstanding, nothing 

can originate from nothing. This implies something must exist consistently. This is God.  

 

4. The Argument from Gradation: There are diverse degrees of goodness in various things. 

Following the "Incomparable Chain of Being," which states there is a continuous increment in 

many-sided quality, made articles move from unformed inorganic issue to organically complex 

life forms. Consequently, there must be a being of the most elevated type of good. This flawless 

being is God.  
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5. The Argument from Design: All things have a request or game plan that leads them to a 

specific objective. Since the request of the universe can't be the consequence of shot, outline 

and reason must be grinding away. This infers divine knowledge with respect to the originator. 

This is God.  

 

(3) The Period of Renaissance  

The time of renaissance in the historical backdrop of improvement of Natural Law may 

likewise be known as the advanced traditional time which is set apart by logic and development 

of new thoughts in various fields of information.  

 

Hugo Grotius (1583 – 1645)  

Grotius manufactured his lawful hypothesis on 'social contract'. His view, to sum things up, is 

that political society lays on a 'social contract'. It is the obligation of the sovereign to defend 

the natives in light of the fact that the previous was given power just for that reason. The 

sovereign is bound by 'Regular Law'. The Law of Nature is discoverable by man's 'reason'. He 

withdrew from St. Thomas Aquinas educational idea of Natural Law and 'reason' yet on 'right 

reason', i.e. 'self-supporting reason' of man. Presently the inquiry may emerge: Should resist 

the ruler who did not act in congruity with standards of 'Normal Law'. Grotius trusted that 

howsoever terrible a ruler might be, it is the obligation of the subjects to obey him. He has no 

privilege to renounce the understanding or to take away the power. Despite the fact that there 

is clear irregularity in the Natural Law propounded by Grotius on the grounds that from one 

viewpoint, he says that the ruler is bound by the 'Normal Law', and, then again, he fights that 

for no situation the ruler ought to be resisted, yet it gives the idea that Grotius' primary concern 

was dependability of political request and support of global peace which was the need of the 

time. Hugo Grotius is appropriately considered as the organizer of the advanced In. 

CONCLUSION 
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We believe that everything is ruled by law. We are thankful that it is so, for otherwise we would 

live in a world of chance, in a fearful uncertainty of what would happen next. I believe that the 

material laws that can be traced in the creation had an intelligent will behind them, that the 

laws themselves were never superior to the will of God. He made those laws, and by His power 

they became effective to accomplish His purposes. 

It is to Him that we pray, and we know he is almighty and does hear prayers, and though He 

uses material laws to carry out His plans, His will was never subjected to the laws, lint the laws 

have ever been subservient to Him. Let no one think that God is impotent, that the laws He has 

made stand in the way of His hearing His children and answering their prayers. 


