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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Public Interest Litigation (PIL) interestingly began in USA in the 1960s.  

Judiciary counselors and the general population who were delicate to the reason for the under-

privileged groups in USA started this methodology. Public Interest Litigation is another element 

in India's judiciary framework. In our nation it appeared amid the late 1970s and the 1980s. Justice 

Krishna Iyer  first sowed the seed of the Public Interest Litigation in India in 1976 in Mumbai 

Kamgar Sabha v. Abdul Bhai. In any case, in that Judgment Justice did not utilize the wording 

"Public Interest Litigation". Yet, in the praised instance of Fertilizer Corporation Kamgar Union 

v. Union of India, Justice Iyer utilized the wording "Public Interest Litigation". In this specific 

judgment he utilized the expression 'Epistolary Jurisdiction'. The Hon‟ble Supreme Court held 

that the technique must be casual to meet the ends of justice.  

The idea of Public Interest Litigation took its roots immovably in the Indian Judiciary System 

strictly when the time of post emergency. Amid the time of emergency in 1975 the rule of law 

endured a fractional overshadowing and any individual who restricted the activity of the legislature 

was susceptible to police action. This brought about outbreak of solicitors in the Hon‟ble High 

Courts and the Hon‟ble Supreme Court under Articles 226 and 32 of the Constitution separately 

as Habeas Corpus. The Government of India contended that Article 21 of the Constitution ensuring 

right to life had been suspended for the term of emergency. The Government of India needed what 

is known as a „Committed Judiciary‟ and as needs be Justice A.N. Ray was named as the Chief 

Justice of India by superseding three senior associates Justice Shelat, Justice Hegde and Justice 

Grover. The Apex Court lost its believability when in A.D.M. Jabalpur v. Shrikant Shukla, 
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famously known as Habeas Corpus Case, completely deserted its obligation towards the assurance 

of individual freedom.  

The post-emergency Court needed to attempt to re-set up its institutional trustworthiness. Amid 

the most recent three decades the Indian judiciary has been assuming an exceptionally innovative 

part in the organization of justice, which is the takeoff from the „committed judiciary‟ of the past 

to the dissident judiciary of today. This has been conceivable because of the important role played 

by a number of the judges such as Justice Krishna Iyer, Justice P.N.Bhagwati, Justice A.M. 

Ahmadi, Justice Kuldip Singh and Justice S.P. Bharusha under the standard of Public interest 

prosecution that was improved by the Apex Court through judicial activism. The development of 

this kind of incident by the Court was a critical need so as to vindicate Public hobby where key 

and different privileges of the general population who were poor, uninformed or in socially or 

financially disadvantageous position and was hence not able to look for legal change. The Courts 

have focused on the significance of non-adversarial law, which would manage cases identifying 

with the ,have-nots‟.  

The reason for the Public Interest Litigation is to advance the general population interest which 

commands that infringement of legal or protected privileges of poor, down trodden, socially and 

monetarily distraught segments of the general public ought not go unredressed. In this backdrop 

Justice P.N.Bhagwati observed.  

“Public interest litigation is brought before the Court not for the purpose of enforcing the right of 

one individual against another as happens in the case of ordinary litigation, but it is intended to 

promote and vindicate public interest which demands that violations of constitutional or legal 

rights of large number of people who are poor, ignorant or in a socially or economically backward 

position should not go unnoticed and unredressed” 

Prior to the presentation of PIL in India, the courts were difficult to reach to the unskilled and 

needy individuals of our nation. With the presentation of the PIL, be that as it may, the courts have 

gotten to be available to the impeded individuals also. Regardless of the fact that these individuals 

don't grumble about the infringement of their rights, an outsider can take up their issues and record 

lawful appeal before the courts. An outsider can record the PIL if the sacred privileges of an 

individual or crowd of people are abused. In such case the individual or groups of people is not 
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ready to move court by and by for justice in light of destitution, vulnerability, absence of 

mindfulness or socially and financially burdened states. The candidate of the PIL does not 

document it for individual increase or private benefit. He or she doesn't record it for political or 

other angled inspiration. An applicant can likewise file the PIL by composing a letter. 

 

Development of Public Interest Litigation 

The initially reported instance of PIL in 1979 concentrated on the cruel states of detainment 

facilities and under trial detainees. In Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar, the PIL was 

documented by an advocate on the premise of the news thing distributed in the Indian Express, 

highlighting the situation of a great many under trial detainees moping in different deteriorating 

facilities in Bihar. These procedure prompted the appearance of more than 40,000 under trial 

detainees. Right to rapid justice rose as an essential basic right which had been denied to these 

detainees. The same set example was received in resulting cases.  

Justice P.N. Bhagawati on account of S.P. Gupta v. Union of India proclaimed another time of the 

PIL development. For this situation it was held that "any individual from general society or social 

activity bunch acting bonafide" can summon the Writ Jurisdiction of the High Courts or the 

Supreme Court looking for redressal against infringement of a legal or protected privileges of 

persons who because of social or financial or some other inability can't approach the Court. By 

this judgment PIL turned into an intense weapon for the implementation of "public obligations" 

where executed in real life or offense brought about public damage. Furthermore, therefore any 

subject of India or any customer groups or social activity groups can now approach the apex court 

of the nation looking for lawful cures in all situations where the interests of overall population or 

a segment of public are in question.  

In 1981 the instance of Anil Yadav v. State of Bihar, uncovered the brutalities of the Police. 

Newspaper report uncovered that around 33 suspected the police in Bihar blinded lawbreakers by 

putting the acid at them. Through between times orders Supreme Court guided the State 

government to convey the blinded men to Delhi for restorative treatment. It additionally requested 

fast arraignment of the liable policemen. The court additionally read right to free lawful aid as a 
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principal right of each charged. Anil Yadav flagged the development of social activism and 

investigative suit.  

 

Judicial Trend  

Stage I - Relaxation in the Rule of 'Locus Standi'  

The standard of locus standi was casual in Bar Council of Maharashtra v. M. V. Dabholkar . The 

court saw as under:  

“Traditionally used to the adversary system, we search for individual persons aggrieved. But a 

new class of litigation public interest litigation- where a section or whole of the community is 

involved (such as consumers' organizations or NAACP-National Association for Advancement of 

Coloured People-in America), emerges in a developing country like ours, this pattern of public 

oriented litigation better fulfills the rule of law if it is to run close to the rule of life. The possible 

apprehension that widening legal standing with a public connotation may unloose a flood of 

litigation, which may overwhelm the judges, is misplaced because public resort to court to suppress 

public mischief is a tribute to the justice system. 

In Mumbai Kamgar Sabha v. Abdul Bhai , this Court endeavored cognizant endeavors to enhance 

the judiciary access for the masses by unwinding the conventional principle of locus standi. In 

Sunil Batra v. Delhi Administration, the Court left from the customary principle of authorizing so 

as to remain public prosecution. In Hussainara Khatoon v. Home Secretary, State of Bihar, P. N. 

Bhagwati, J. has watched that today, unfortunately, in our nation the poor are evaluated out of the 

judiciary framework with the outcome that they are losing confidence in the limit of our lawful 

framework. The poor in their contact with the legal framework have dependably been on the wrong 

side of the line. They have dependably gone over „law for poor people; as opposed to law of the 

poor‟. In Prem Shankar Shukla v. Delhi Administration , a detainee sent a telegram to a judge 

whining of forced handcuff on him and requested verifiable security against embarrassment and 

torment. The court gave fundamental headings by unwinding the strict principle of locus standi.  
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Indeed, even in Laborers Working on Salal Hydro Project v. State of Jammu and Kashmir, on the 

premise of a news thing in the Indian Express with respect to state of the development laborers, 

the Supreme Court paid heed and watched that the development work is a dangerous vocation and 

no youngster beneath the age of 14 years can along these lines be permitted to be utilized in 

development work by reason of the preclusion sanctioned in Article 24 and this protected 

disallowance must be upheld by the Central Government.  

All the aforementioned cases exhibit that the courts, so as to secure and save the major privileges 

of natives, while unwinding the principle of locus standi, passed various headings to the concerned 

powers.  

 

Stage II - Directions to Preserve and Protect Ecology and Environment:  

The second period of public interest prosecution began at some point in the 1980's and it identified 

with the courts' advancement and inventiveness, where headings were given to ensure biology and 

environment.  

One of the most punctual cases conveyed in the witness of the Supreme Court identified with 

oleum gas spillage in Delhi. With a specific end goal to keep the harm being done to environment 

and the life and the soundness of the general population, the court passed number of orders. This 

is surely understood as M.C. Mehta v. Union of India. The court for this situation has obviously 

set out that an endeavor which is occupied with a risky or innately perilous industry which 

represents a potential danger to the wellbeing and security of the persons working in the processing 

plant and living in the encompassing territory owes an outright and non-delegable obligation to 

the group to guarantee that no such damage results to anybody by virtue of unsafe or intrinsically 

hazardous nature of the action which it has attempted.  

Enviromental PIL has developed as a result of the court's translation of Article 21 of the 

Constitution. The court in Chhetriya Pardushan Mukti Sangharsh Samiti v. State of U.P.  watched 

that each resident has principal right to have the pleasure in personal satisfaction and living as 

examined by Article 21 of the Constitution of India. Anything which imperils or weakens by 

behavior of anyone either in infringement or in disparagement of laws, that personal satisfaction 
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and living by the general population is qualified for take plan of action to Article 32 of the 

Constitution. The instance of M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, identifies with pollution brought about 

by the exchange effluents released by companies into Ganga waterway in Kanpur. The court 

required the report of the Committee of specialists and offered bearings to spare the earth and 

biology. In Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India, this court decided that prudent 

guideline and the polluter pays rule are a piece of the natural law of the nation. This court 

announced Articles 47, 48A and 51A (g) to be a piece of the sacred order to secure and enhance 

nature.  

In S. Jagannath v. Union of India, the Supreme Court managed an public interest appeal 

documented by the Gram Swaraj Movement, a deliberate association working for the upliftment 

of the weaker segment of society, wherein the candidate looked for the implementation of Coastal 

Zone Regulation Notification dated 19.2.1991 and stoppage of concentrated and semi-escalated 

sort of prawn cultivating in the biologically delicate beach front territories. The Court gave critical 

headings in the instant case. 

 

Stage III - Translucence and Probity in Governance:  

In the 1990's, the Supreme Court extended the ambit and extent of public interest suit further. The 

High Courts additionally under Article 226 took after the Supreme Court and passed various 

judgments, orders or bearings to uncover defilement and keep up honor and profound quality in 

the administration of the State. The integrity in administration is a sine qua non for an effective 

arrangement of organization and for the improvement of the nation and a vital prerequisite for 

guaranteeing fidelity in administration is the nonattendance of debasement. This might extensively 

be called as the third period of the Public Interest Litigation. The Supreme Court and High Courts 

have passed huge requests.  

The instance of Vineet Narain v. Union of India is an illustration of its kind. All things considered, 

the solicitor, who was a writer, documented public interest prosecution. By, the prime examining 

organizations like the Central Bureau of Investigation and the Revenue Authorities neglected to 

perform their lawful commitment and make suitable move when they found, amid examination 
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with a terrorist, nitty gritty records of immense installments, called ̀ Jain diaries', made to powerful 

legislators and civil servants and bearing was likewise looked for if there should be an occurrence 

of a comparable nature that might happen from now on. The Supreme Court issued various 

bearings.  

Another noteworthy case is Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan) v. Union of India. This public interest case 

identifies with the extensive scale defalcation of public assets and adulteration of records including 

several crores of rupees in the Department of Animal Husbandry in the State of Bihar. It was said 

that the respondents had meddled with the arrangement of the general population prosecutor. This 

court gave critical headings for this situation.  

In yet another instance of the Government of Uttar Pradesh started M.C. Mehta v. Union of India, 

a task known as Taj Heritage Corridor Project. One of the principle reason for which the same was 

embraced was to occupy the River Yamuna and to recover 75 sections of land of area between 

Agra Fort and the Taj Mahal and utilize the recovered area for developing nourishment courts, 

shops and beguilement exercises. The Court coordinated for a point by point enquiry which was 

completed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). On the premise of the CBI report, the 

Court coordinated enrollment of FIR and made further examination in the matter. The court 

scrutinized the pretended by the concerned Minister for Environment, Government of Uttar 

Pradesh and the Chief Minister, Government of Uttar Pradesh. By the mediation of this Court, the 

said venture was slowed down.  

In Center for Public Interest Litigation v. Union of India , two writ petitions were documented out 

in the public enthusiasm by the solicitor bringing in the subject of choice of the legislature to offer 

greater part of shares in Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited and Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Limited to private groups without Parliamentary endorsement or assent as being as 

opposed to and violative of the procurements of the ESSO (Acquisition of Undertaking in India) 

Act, 1974, the Burma Shell (Acquisition of Undertaking in India) Act, 1976 and Caltex 

(Acquisition of Shares of Caltex Oil Refining India Limited and every one of the endeavors in 

India for Caltex India Limited) Act, 1977. The court maintained the petitions until the statutes are 

altered fittingly.  
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This judgment conveyed on January 12, 1988, lashed out at municipal powers for permitting 

untreated sewage from Kanpur's tanneries advancing into the Ganges. It was the start of green case 

in India. In 1996, earthy person M C Mehta's PIL, (M C Mehta versus Union of India on December 

30, 1996) brought about stringent requests against Mathura refineries for dirtying the surrounding 

air around the Taj Mahal.  

Yet another PIL by M C Mehta brought about the CNG decision (July 28, 1998) that constrained 

the vehicles in the money to change to an alternate fuel with a specific end goal to keep a beware 

of vehicular contamination.  

The two late point of interest Supreme Court judgments, one maintaining the privilege of a private 

native to look for authorization for arraignment of an public worker, and the other being the 

suppress of 122 2G licenses, make them thing in like manner: They are both aftereffects of Public 

Interest Litigation (PIL).  

The real feedback that the PIL has drawn is the tricky incline contention about the degree of 

judiciary activism and the part of the judiciary in taking care of arrangement choices. The Indian 

Constitution advocates an arrangement of balanced governance among the three organs of 

government (the official, the assembly and the judiciary), and does not perceive the teaching of 

detachment of forces in outright inflexibility. Be that as it may, the judiciary has basically pulled 

in feedback when it seems to exceed its order of maintaining the law. For instance, in the well 

known case Vishakha v. State of Rajasthan, the Supreme Court perceived the nonappearance of 

enactment with respect to lewd behavior in the work environment, and ordered that until such 

enactment was set up, the rules set by the Supreme Court in the judgment might be enforceable. 

In the 2G case itself, the Supreme Court has held that a first-start things out served premise for 

designation of normal assets is "intrinsically defective" and all things considered the state must 

"dependably embrace a strategy for closeout". Such a judgment publics the way to further inquiries 

on the part of the judiciary in choosing matters of strategy.  

Be that as it may, there is no denying that getting to justice has turned out to be much simpler with 

the coming of the PIL. General society can now consider the administration responsible for its 

activities without agonizing over high court charges or red-tapism. This will ideally prepare for a 
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more proficient and straightforward state system. Society is a definitive champ, with the 

advancement of PIL.  

A matter of concern is that the law service is considering a bill to manage the PIL component in 

India. This must be seen with extraordinary alert and can wind up devastating the utility of the PIL 

idea. There must be a check and adjust on the PIL instrument and paltry PILs are to be dodged 

however this does not imply that the entryways of Temple of Justice ought to be closed to the 

general population. 

 

Conclusion 

Public Interest Litigation is acting as an essential instrument of social change. It is working for the 

welfare of each segment of society. It's the sword of each one utilized just to take the justice. The 

advancement of this honest to goodness instrument demonstrated useful for the creating nation 

like India. PIL has been utilized as a technique to battle the monstrosities winning in the public 

arena. It's an institutional activity towards the welfare of the destitute class of the general public. 

In Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India, Supreme Court requested for the release of reinforced 

workers. In Murli S. Dogra v. Union of India, the Supreme Court banned smoking publicly puts. 

In a point of interest judgment of Delhi Domestic Working Women's Forum v. Union of India, 

Supreme Court issued rules for recovery and pay for the assault on working ladies. In Vishaka v. 

State of Rajasthan, Supreme court has set down thorough rules for anticipating inappropriate 

behavior of working ladies set up of their work.  

It is proper to finish up by citing Cunningham, "Indian PIL may rather be a Phoenix: a radical new 

imaginative emerging out of the slag of the old request." PIL speaks to the primary endeavor by a 

creating normal law nation to split far from lawful dominion propagated for a considerable length 

of time. It challenges the suspicion that the most western the law, the better it must work for 

financial and social improvement such law created in creating states, including India, was the 

advancement of immature men.  
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The movement from lawful centralism to lawful pluralism was incited by the thwarted expectation 

with formal legal framework. In India, however as opposed to trying to advance justice 

administering instrument removed the formal lawful framework itself through PIL. The change as 

we have seen, is both significant and auxiliary. It has fundamentally modified the conventional 

judiciary part in order to empower the court to bring justice inside of the scope of the regular man.  

Further, it is unassumingly presented that PIL is still is in test stage. Numerous inadequacies in 

taking care of the sort of case are liable to go ahead the front. Be that as it may, these lacks can be 

evacuated by improving better strategies. Fundamentally, the PIL builds up another statute of the 

responsibility of the state for protected and legal infringement unfavorably influencing the hobbies 

of the weaker components in the group. We might end with the trust once communicated by Justice 

Krishna Iyer, "The judicial activism gets its most noteworthy reward when its requests wipe a few 

tears from a few eyes"  

Public Interest Litigants, everywhere throughout the nation, have not taken generous to such court 

choices. They do dread this will sound the passing toll of the general population agreeable idea of 

PIL. Be that as it may, true blue prosecutors of India have nothing to fear. Just those PIL activists 

who like to document trivial protests will need to pay remuneration to then inverse groups. It is 

really an appreciated move on the grounds that nobody in the nation can deny that even PIL 

activists ought to be capable and responsible. It is likewise prominent here that even the Consumers 

Protection Act, 1986 has been corrected to give remuneration to inverse groups in instances of 

negligible dissensions made by customers. In any capacity, PIL now requires a complete 

reconsider and rebuilding. Anyway, abuse and mishandle of PIL can just make it stale and 

incapable. Since it is a phenomenal cure accessible at a less  expense to all nationals of the nation, 

it should not to be utilized by all disputants as a substitute for customary ones or as a way to 

document unimportant dissensions. 


