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Abstract 

"From the cradle to the grave, women are objects of violence from those nearest and dearest 

to them. And it is a never ending cycle for there is considerable evidence of intergenerational 

transmission of domestic violence".1 

 

The history of domestic violence is deeply rooted within the edifice of the patriarchal mindset 

that undermines the position and status of women in a society and often treats them as the 

second citizen. Domestic violence is presumably a standout amongst the most endemic types 

of violence against women all through the world. What sets apart domestic violence from 

different types of violence against women is that it happens inside the system of personal 

connections in a circumstance of reliance. The close-knit nature of the domestic circle makes 

the aid and reporting of such violence troublesome. This paper covers the understanding of 

crimes against women with reference to domestic violence and the related legal framework. 

This paper also examines an analysis of ascent in crimes against women rates in India. This 

paper examines the risks and impacts of domestic violence in India, its multiple reasons, 

dimensions and tendencies in Indian perspective. It gives a brief account of an International 

perspective on Domestic Violence. Lastly, it diverts the reader to the suggestions and 

conclusion keeping the above context in mind. 

 

                                                            
1Misra, Preeti. Domestic Violence against Women: Legal Control and Judicial Response. Deep & Deep 

Publications, 2007. 
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Introduction 

In India, people are more than often discriminated and segregated on the basis of religion, color, 

gender, caste, and creed and so on. Discrimination based on gender poses a serious threat to 

humanity that the world fails to acknowledge and condemn it. Indian culture is a custom bound 

society where women have been socially, monetarily, physically, mentally and explicitly 

abused from time immemorial, in the name and pretext of custom, religion, or tradition. 

Women's access to education, wellbeing, business, and political spaces still stay inaccessible 

areas in numerous countries of the world. Amongst the serious hindrances to women's 

development in the society, the one that hampers the most is increasing violence against them. 

Gender violence manifests itself in different structures female feticide and child murder, sexual 

maltreatment, interbreeding, attack, lewd behavior at work and in the city, conjugal assault, 

and aggressive behavior at home as spouse strike. 

 

Meaning 

According to Black's Law Dictionary, "domestic violence means violence between members of 

a household, usually spouses, an assault or other violent act committed by one member of a 

household against another"2 

Domestic violence is an incredibly intricate and horrible form of violence, committed 

frequently inside the four dividers of the family house or potentially inside a specific profound 

established power dynamic and financial structure, which do not permit even the affirmation 

or acknowledgment of this violence. Domestic violence is still treated as an issue that can be 

dealt with inside the house and some measure of violence is viewed as a major aspect of the 

typical 'wear and tear of marriage'. Many organizations working for violence against women 

are indicating the rising pattern to such an extent that consistently the segments in papers are 

loaded with reports of maltreatment of young females and women and deaths of women 

                                                            
2 Garner, Bryan A., and Henry Campbell Black. “Domestic Violence.” Black's Law Dictionary, Thomson Reuters, 

2016. 
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committed for not satisfying the voracious requests of the spouses or potentially their close 

relatives.  

 

Causes of Domestic Violence 

Few primary reasons for existence of domestic violence in India are: 

● Patriarchal society: Despite women ascending to top positions, India still stays as a 

male commanded nation where women are seen as mediocre beings. 

● The absence of familiarity with Laws: Victims of domestic violence are hesitant to 

dissent as there is the absence of initiative to make the women mindful of her rights and 

society is hardly ever supportive of such act.  

● Laxity in the usage of the current Acts: No or fewer endeavors are made to expand 

awareness among the women by the experts in the present system. We are in need of 

better implementation and awareness programs. 

● Administration and Fear: If domestic violence is accounted for by an outsider then 

he/she is investigated as an interloper and issue creator by the network. The 

administration related with detailing of domestic violence, an absence of assets for care 

group signifies the proceeded with domestic violence in India. 

 

Potential Hazardous Factors: 

The potential hazard variables can be assembled into the accompanying subsets:  

● Individual: An individual with constrained instruction, lower financial status, addiction 

to drugs or liquor, negative demeanors about women, and seeing domestic violence 

against women or being mishandled as a youngster is more likely to commit violence 

against women. 

● Network: The risk is higher where there are sexual orientation disparity and absence of 

network attachment or assets.  

● Societal: Higher hazard is found in social orders with customary sexual orientation 

standards or absence of self-sufficiency for women, and where there are prohibitive 
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laws on separation and possession and legacy of property, or when there is social 

breakdown because of contentions or catastrophes. 

● Elements concerning women: Absence of comprehension and thoughtful disposition 

towards relatives, an absence of a feeling of corresponding admiration, tenacious 

absence of enthusiasm for the spouse are more than often associated with violence 

against women.3 

 

Legal Framework 

Under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 there is no immediate or definitive meaning of the term 

'domestic violence'. In 1983, marital cruelty was presented as an offense in the IPC and cruelty 

was characterized as "any willful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the 

woman to commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger to life or limb or health (whether 

mental or physical) of the woman"4. It incorporates provocation of the women or the bride 

regarding requests for property in common parlance known as dowry and so forth. This is a 

blurry area of law and evidence. While numerous dynamic countries have administered on 

conjugal assault, our law has so far just presented a constrained acknowledgment. The 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence became one of the Acts to cover up the 

loopholes in the legal system for women’s rights. The Act accommodated for the first time in 

Indian law a definite meaning of "domestic violence", and the scope of the definition is wide 

including physical violence, as well as different types of violence, for example, verbal, sexual, 

and financial violence.  

 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 

The Protection against domestic violence is a momentous moment for women rights in India 

as it aims to provide security to women from Domestic Violence that takes place within the 

four walls and behind closed doors of their homes. This Act speaks to a noteworthy triumph 

                                                            
3 Devi, Laxmi. Crime, Atrocities and Violence against Women and Related Laws & Justice. Institute for 

Sustainable Development, 1998. 

4 Section 498A, Indian Penal Code, 1860 
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for women's' rights in India. Essentially, the new law, which condemns the maltreatment of 

women by her life partner, accomplice or different members in the family, perceives the abused 

women's’ entitlement to anchor housing. The sections 18 to 235 are the spirit of this Act, this 

prime focus of the Act give myriad of ways for a manhandled women to seek remedy and assert 

her right. Through the aid of the Court, she can get protection orders, home request, fiscal help 

arrange, care to arrange, for her youngsters, remuneration request, and interim/ex parte orders. 

It is a civil law implied essentially for security orders and not intended to punish criminally.6 

This Act is India established to shield women from Domestic Violence. The demonstration of 

domestic violence towards women is a human rights infringement equivalent to any other 

unlawful demonstration under Indian law. It has been utilized to indict domestic violence cases, 

however, critics express that it victimizes men. The Delhi high court cleared up that the Act 

could be utilized to arraign ladies.7 

The Supreme Court has interpreted the rights in the wake of thinking about the constitutional 

rights under Article 21 of the Constitution, vis- - vis, the arrangements of Sections 31 and 33 

of the PWD Act, 2005, and in the wake of inspecting the announcement of items and 

explanations behind the order of the PWD Act, 2005, the Supreme Court held in V.D. Bhanot 

V Savita Bhanot8 that it was with the perspective of securing the privileges of ladies under 

Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution that the Parliament instituted the PWD Act, 2005, so 

as to accommodate some compelling assurance of rights ensured under the Constitution to 

ladies, who are casualties of any sort of violence happening inside the family and the issues 

associated or thereto coincidental to common solution for them and in this manner the rights 

are accessible even preceding the sanctioning. 

 

                                                            
5 The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 

6 Diwan, Paras, and Peeyushi Diwan. Dowry and Protection to Married Women: Dowry Prohibition Acts, 

Stridhan, Dower and Muslim Wife's Right to Maintenance, Dowry-Deaths and Protection to Battered Wives, 

Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, Maintenance under Section 125, Code of Criminal 

Procedure, Etc. Deep & Deep Publications, 1995. 

7 Ahuja, Ram. Crime against Women. Rawat Publications, 1987. 

8 Special Leave petition(Crl.) No. 3916 of 2010, settled on 7.2.2012 
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International Perspective 

United Nations General Assembly embraced the Declaration on the Elimination of All forms 

of violence against women on twentieth December 1993 which perceived that violence against 

women is an indication of verifiably unequal power relations among people which has 

prompted control over and victimization women by men and the counteractive action of the 

full progression of women. Article 1 of the Declaration characterized violence against women 

as: 

"Violence against women means any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely 

to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats 

of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in 

private life"9 

The Committee on the Status of Women in India (1974) rightly concluded that, 

"The entire exercise of our committees has indicated that in certain important areas and for 

certain sections of the female population there have been repression from the normative 

attitudes developed during the freedom movement. Large section of women has suffered a 

decline of economic status. Even after the promulgation of these laws (legal measures); the 

protection enjoyed by the large masses of women from exploitation and injustice is negligible. 

Though women don't numerically constitute a minority, they are beginning to acquire the 

features of a minority community by the recognized dimensions of inequality of class, economic 

situation, status (social position) and political power. The chasm between the values of a new 

social order proclaimed by the constitution and the realities of contemporary Indian society as 

far as women's rights are concerned remains as great as at the time of independence.”10 

 

Statistics 

Violence against women exists in the world cutting crosswise over limits of culture, class, 

training, pay, ethnicity and age. At the point when the violence happens inside the home, the 

                                                            
9 “Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women.” United Nations, United Nations, 1993,  

10 Towards Equality: The Committee on the Status of Women in India. Department of Social Welfare, 1974, 
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maltreatment is viably excused by the inferred quiet and the lack of interest by the instruments 

of the state and the law-authorizing hardware. Sex in Indian Society involves private life and 

accordingly not to be talked about transparently. It is therefore extremely troublesome for 

anyone to gather data about the effect of domestic violence on the sexual coexistence of the 

people in question. Universally, one of every three women has been beaten, constrained into 

sex or manhandled in their lifetime by an individual from her own family.11 

The National Family Health Survey and National Crimes Records Bureau have distinguished 

home as the site of violence against women. Pretty much at regular intervals, someplace in 

India, a youthful wedded girl is being scorched alive, pounded the life out of, or compelled to 

submit suicide. No less than twenty percent of wedded women between the ages of 15 and 49 

have encountered domestic violence sooner or later in their lives, domestic violence has not 

just genuine ramifications for the wellbeing and prosperity of the individual ladies, however, 

and it likewise serves to keep up their oppression as a class.12 

Violence in the domestic circle is typically executed by men who are, or who have been, in 

places of trust and closeness and power – spouses, boyfriends, fathers, fathers-in-law, 

stepfathers, siblings, uncles, children, or different relatives. Be that as it may, a significant 

number of the victims of domestic violence has either declined to name the culprit of the 

ambush or credited the wounds to different reasons13. Truth be told, numerous an unfortunate 

casualties additionally legitimize the spouse beating. Harihar Sahoo and Manas Ranjan 

Pradhan led an examination upon 90,303 wedded women and found across the board 

pervasiveness of domestic violence (21 percent, since age 15) in India yet, in addition, the 

                                                            
11 Heise, L., Ellsberg, M and Gottemoeller, M. (1999). Ending Violence against Women. Population Reports, 

Series L, No. 11. Baltimore, John Hopkins University School of Public Health, Population Information Program, 

December 

12 “Violence against Women in India- A Review of Trends, Patterns and Responses.” United Nations Fund for 

Population Activities- India, International Centre for Research on Women, Apr. 2004, 

13 Daga, A S., S. Jejeebhoy and S. Rajgopal (1999). Domestic Violence against Women: An Investigation of 

Hospital Causality Records, Mumbai. Journal of Family Welfare, 45 (1): 1-11. 
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acknowledgment of majority of ever-married women (57 percent) justifying forms of domestic 

violence.14 

 

Impact 

● Health: Health outcomes can result specifically from brutal acts or from the long haul 

impacts of violence.  

● Wounds: Physical and sexual maltreatment by an accomplice is intently connected with 

wounds. Violence by a personal accomplice is the main source of non-lethal wounds. 

● Demise: Deaths from violence against women incorporate honor killings (by families 

for social reasons); suicide; and maternal death from dangerous premature birth.  

● Sexual wellbeing: Violence against women is related with explicitly transmitted 

contaminations, for example, HIV/AIDS, unintended pregnancies, gynecological 

issues, initiated premature births, and unfriendly pregnancy results, including 

unsuccessful labor, low birth weight, and fetal demise.  

● Hazardous practices: Sexual maltreatment, substance use, and extra exploitation. Every 

one of these practices expands the dangers of medical issues.  

● Psychological well-being: Violence and misuse increment danger of despondency, 

post-horrendous pressure issue, rest troubles, dietary issues, and passionate misery. 

● Physical wellbeing: Abuse can result in numerous medical issues, including cerebral 

pains, back torment, stomach torment, fibromyalgia, gastrointestinal disarranges, 

restricted portability, and poor by and large wellbeing.  

● Social and monetary costs: The social and financial expenses of violence against 

women are gigantic and have expansive influences all through society. Women may 

endure confinement, powerlessness to work, loss of wages, the absence of support in 

normal exercises, and constrained capacity to think about themselves and their 

youngsters. 

 

                                                            
14 Sahoo, Harihar & Pradhan, Manas Ranjan (2007). Domestic Violence in India: An Empirical Analysis, Paper 

presented in National Seminar on Gender Issue and Empowerment of Women, Indian Social Institute, Kolkata, 

February 
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Recommendations  

Violence against women in the private domain is consigned to optional status. Laws and open 

arrangements are basic strides toward battling such violence. The genuine arrangement lies in 

a culture move in every one of our homes. Socially reclassifying male-centric standards and 

evacuating sexual orientation predisposition women need to now say things openly against sex 

discrimination. Enduring violence is so profound established in our social milieu that not just 

uneducated, less taught and monetarily subordinate women yet in addition complex, 

profoundly taught and monetarily autonomous women don't look for legitimate or police 

insurance. The majority of the population must be stirred by holding gatherings, pressurizing 

lawmaking bodies, and in numerous different approaches to influence them to acknowledge 

the requirement for changing old times patriarchal standards.  

If women of similarly invested perspectives hold hands, form an association and raise their 

voice against women's torment, they can make their essence felt as likewise have an effect. It 

is also important to build up a humanistic way to deal with casualties of wrongdoings submitted 

against females by the male. For securing the privileges of exploited people and giving 

advantages to unfortunate casualties, an assessment of authoritative systems of police, courts, 

protect homes, and so forth is important now and again. The 13 March 2015 public statement 

by the Ministry of Women and Child Development expresses that the Ministry directs 

"Swadhar and Short Stay Home Schemes," giving administrations power to alleviate and 

restore women who are in troublesome circumstances including the individuals who are 

casualties of assault.15  Changing criminal equity framework before the general population 

loses confidence in the legal executive, as it has lost confidence in the police, before the legal 

decisions have a hosing and crippling impact on the general population, justices need to figure 

out how to rely upon sociological translation of law as opposed to keep on unbendingly stick 

to legitimate points of reference. 

 

Conclusion 

                                                            
15“Relief and Rehabilitation of Female Victims of Violence.” PM Interacts with Members of Self Help Groups 

across the Country through Video Bridge, Press Information Bureau Government of India Ministry of Women 

and Child Development, 13 Mar. 2015 
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Domestic violence against women is an issue across the world. It is a threatening issue for 

individual women particularly married ones and it is a significant issue for social orders. 

Violence influences the lives of a large number of women worldwide in all financial and 

instructive classes. The shifting causes which can start the violence inside the four dividers of 

homes should be investigated cautiously and an astute investigation of the variables causing 

the violence may keep a family to experience the ill effects of the threat of domestic violence. 

The domestic violence may have a more extensive and more profound effect on the life of the 

people in question.  

Society is in a consistent procedure of advancement. It is difficult to destroy profound situated 

social esteem or adjust convention that propagates separation. The subordinate status of 

Women joined with social standards that are slanted towards male-centric society and 

manliness can be considered as a critical factor in deciding the domestic violence. A legitimate 

societal-lawful condition must be worked to make the houses sheltered and secure for the lady. 

India can't flourish by holding half of its populace under pressure. 


