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ME TOO MOVEMENT
Written by Govind Kumar Saxena*, Maj. Gen. P.K. Sharma (Retd.)** & Pranshul Pathak***
*Phd. Scholar, Law
** Director, Amity Law School, Haryana
*** Associate Professor, Amity Law School

INTRODUCTION
The ME Too movement (or "#Me Too", with native alternatives in alternative languages) could be
a movement against molestation and assault ’’ME Too ‘’unfold virally in October 2017 as a
hashtag used on social media to assist demonstrate the widespread prevalence of regulatory
offence and harassment, particularly within the geographical point. It followed before
long when the general public revelations of sexual misconduct allegations against medico
Weinstein.
The phrase was popularized by Alyssa urban center once she inspired girls to tweet regarding it
and "give individuals a way of the magnitude of the problem".

Tarana Burke
Tarana Burke, a social activist and community organizer, began exploitation the phrase "Me Too"
in 2006, on the Myspace social network as a part of a grassroots campaign to push "empowerment
through

empathy"

among

ladies

of

color

who

have

old

regulatory

offense, significantly among disadvantaged communities.Burke, who is making a documentary
titled ME Too, has aforementioned she was galvanized to use the phrase once being unable to
reply to a 13-year-old lady who confided to her that she had been sexually molested. Burke
later needed she had merely told the lady, "me too".
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Alyssa Milano
On October fifteen, 2017, thespian Alyssa city inspired spreading the hashtag ‘’MeToo Movement
’’, as a part of associate awareness campaign so as to reveal the presence of regulatory offense and
harassment. Milano tweeted: "If all the ladies who are sexually annoyed or molested wrote 'Me
too Movement' as a standing, we'd provide individuals a way of the magnitude of the
matter. Milano later acknowledged earlier use of the phrase by Burke, writing on Twitter,
"I was simply created awake to associate earlier ‘’MeToo’’ movement, and also the origin story
is equal elements heartrending and inspiring". Milano declared in associate interview with Rolling
Stone that she and three hundred alternative

ladies

within the

industry square

measure currently supporting another movement known as Time's Up, associate initiative that
aims facilitate {to assist} fight sexual violence and harassment within the geographic point through
lobbying and providing funding for victims to urge legal help if they cannot afford it. Her goal
is to boost awareness to ladies round the world on the quantity of ladies who are sexually annoyed.
Me Too Movement is riding a replacement wave of feminism in Republic of India
Reading alternative women’s MeToo Movement

stories brings back recollections of

my regulatory offense as a lassie growing up within the late Seventies and Nineteen
Eighties in Asian nation.

NEW MODES OF PROTEST
In the early twenty first century, Many Indian ladies launched a radically new reasonably feminist
politics that had not been seen before. Impressed by a vocabulary of rights and modes of
protest utilized by the youth across the globe, like Occupy Wall Street and therefore the Arab
Spring, they initiated a series of social media campaigns against the culture of sexual violence.
The earliest campaigns - the 2003 Blank Noise Project against eve-teasing, the 2009 Pink Chaddi
(underwear) movement against ethical policing and therefore the 2011 Slut Walk protest against
victim-blaming - were restricted in their scope however set the tone for this new mode of protest.
Campaigns such the 2011 Why lounge project on women’s right to public areas, the 2015 Pinjra
Tod (Break the Cage) movement against sexist curfew rules in student halls and therefore the 2017
Asia Pacific Law & Policy Review
Volume 4 (Annual) – July 2018
Access the journal at asiapacific.ccinternational.in

A Publication from Creative Connect International Publisher Group

296

Bekhauf Azadi (Freedom while not Fear) March resonated with a far larger range of ladies, turning
this social media-led development into a real cause.
These on-line campaigns diagrammatical a heightened level of frustration among the youth in a
very country wherever, despite many decades of feminist policy, the ingrained downside of
gender difference and sexual violence persists.

MAINSTREAM FEMINISM IN INDIA
Mainstream Indian feminism has attended concentrate on problems like kid wedding, sex-selective
abortions and dowry-related violence. It saw sex solely in terms of extraordinary types of sexual
violence against marginal girls, like rape of Dalit (formerly “untouchable”), tribal, or Muslim girls,
or those living within the country’s military zones like Cashmere or the North East.
But it did very little to deal with the question of eve-teasing – the everyday, purportedly harmless
and for the most part sanctioned apply of molestation and molestation that affects girls on the
streets

and

in

workplaces,

across

category,

caste

and

faith.

For

it,

this downside may simply be solved by protective and limiting girls.

Things modified once India’s 1990’s economic Liberalization triggered an unwitting
and

sudden

cultural

shift

within

the

country.

It

brought

queries

of

women’s

freedom, alternative and need to the forefront.

NEW INDIAN FEMINISM
The 2012 fatal gang rape of a 23-year-old student in city became tipping purpose.
A new variety of period of time youth launched a rallying require women’s unconditional freedom.
They declared that girls have absolute right to their selections, their bodies and to their
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movement publically areas at any time of day or night. They challenged old-hat cultural beliefs that
girls invite sexual violence through their garments and behavior.
By transfer the discourse of freedom, sexuality, selection and want into the general public realm
– within the streets and thru social media – this agitation forced the government to expand its legal
definition of rape, introducing harsher penalization for rapists and penalty stalking and Voyeurism.

A HOLISTIC MOVEMENT
What is distinctive concerning this movement is that it's a multilayered struggle. It combines
freedom from sexual oppression with freedom from caste, ethnic and spiritual oppression.
Often

remarked

as

India’s

“Arab

Spring,”

this

movement

created

a

ripple result for different struggles to interrupt out. The Chalo Dilli or NotInMyName movements
rose up against the rightist state crystal rectifier violence against Dalit’s and Muslims. During
this sense, this new feminist agitation represents a formidable level of maturity, inclusivity and
political sophistication.
I see this new movement because the rise of “fourth-wave” feminism in Asian nation. I borrow the
thought from British people journalist and author Kira Cochrane and also the Yankee feminist
blogger Jessica Valenti. Whereas Cochrane and Valenti outline the fourth wave within the West
as on-line feminism, fourth wave in Asian nation, I claim, could be a largely social medialed holistic movement that mixes women’s freedom with a wider involve social justice for minority
men and girls.

METOO MOVEMENT IN INDIA: 'WOMEN'S RIGHTS WANT MORE
THAN SIMPLY A SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN'
Women's role in Asian country varies in line with the region, class, caste and
extremely typically additionally the faith. Higher caste and bourgeoisie ladies have an
excellent deal of opportunities, each instructional furthermoreas skilled. However after
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you verify ladies from the lower castes and categories, their roles are terribly completely
different. They need to figure terribly arduous and that they might need solely somewhat freedom
for on the road. And once it involves violence, their expertise is that the worst.
Now AN increasing variety of bourgeoisie ladies ar breaking several barriers. Lots of ladies add the
economic field and also the service sector. Still, solely 25-35 % of the work force consists of
ladies and out of those, ninety % area unit within the unorganized sector with barely any rules. The
opposite ten % area unit for the most part the center category, that is doing alright. As a result
of they are educated, they need smart positions. For them, the matter simply may well
be that they're unable to maneuver up terribly high into the management-level positions.
What square measure the explanations for the underprivileged role of ladies in India?
To an excellent extent this possesses to try and do with the class structure that continues to persist.
And second, with increasing industry and market economy, social organization has
been strengthened. Thus no matter freedom we'd have enjoyed before victimization, a lot of that
was

quarantined

throughout

the

colonial

rule.

Since

independence

we've

got laws that have rebuilt those rights, however most of them square measure, in sensible terms,
disrespected.
Why

do

oldsters

in

India

largely

would

like

for

boys,

and

not

girls?

It has got lots to try and do with culture. Whereas economically we've got advanced, culturally and
socially we have a tendency to square measure still holding on to the values of pre-independence
days. There's a preference for sons among Hindus as a result of their non-secular demand that they
need a son so as to fulfil the rituals.
Secondly, India remains a paternal society, therefore the plan is that the son carries on the name
of the oldsters. Even that's why Hindu families typically adopt a son. Third factor is that
observe of dower. If you're marrying a female offspring off, you've got to offer plenty of
cash and sure assets to the family of the groom. It's quite an expensive business, involving plenty of
cash, also as in several cases homes, land, fancy cars and every one types of things.
"Eve teasing" may be an unremarkably used term for molestation in India. Why is that
this locution dangerous?
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It's dangerous as a result of it makes it look like it's simply teasing, that it's been administered in
fun and there very isn’t any unhealthy intention. And it doesn't look on however it impacts girls,
the concern it creates, the restrictions on women's movement that arise as a consequence of the
wide prevalence of it. And this is often partially liable for however widespread molestation is
in

India,

as

a

result

of

individuals

don't

take

it

serious

the

least

bit.

In India, the area unit partially separate train compartments for girls thanks to the
shortage of safety for them. What area unit the explanations for the usually occurring
violence against girls in India?
The reason lies within the lack of importance society is giving to the feminine youngsters and
ladies. They are objectified. They are not seen as men. And thus violence against them is
simple to preserve. They need no worth, sadly it's typically said: "We worship the
mother immortal.” however that doesn't mean they worship the ladies in their home, they do
not even respect them.
Women area unit liberal in mere seeing themselves as daughters, sisters or mothers. Girl’sarea
unit no one while notbeing married, while not having a father or son or a brother.

What has modified in India in terms of women's rights in recent years, particularly since the
grotesque 2012 metropolis gang rape captured international attention?
More than the international pressure on India to tackle sexual violence, it absolutely was the
pressure that came from individuals in metropolis that was vital.
For the primary time since independence, we tend to truly had a civil society movement
in metropolis, that is that the reason why the government reacted at once and in March 2013 we
tend to had the amendments within the legal code, that widened the that means of rape.

Lots of changes were brought in legal perspective. However in point of fact nothing
has modified pretty much. Violence against girls continues, statutory offence of girls continues,
the conviction rates area unit still low, news remains low.
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Me Too Movement against molestation – career for collective social responsibility
Words have the facility to vary our reality. In some ways, 2017 verified this on the far side an
affordable doubt. It absolutely was a watershed year for exposing molestation within the
geographic point.
Me too – these 2 very little words may solely be 5 letters long, however they'd the tremendous
power to offer a voice to the world cry on molestation.
From Hollywood to Bollywood, multi-national companies (MNCs) to low-wage industries, the
welcome trade to hospitals, ladies are speaking out concerning their experiences. Even world is
facing its own MeToo movement over allegations of sexual misconduct against professors.
In 2006, once Tarana Burke started the movement by making a Non-Profit Organization – ‘Just be
Inc’ – within the us to assist victims of molestation and assault, she might haven't imaginary that
it'd assume such a worldwide scale eleven years later. Since October 2017, thousands of girls round
the world are taking social media by storm with the hash tag MeToo Movement following the
molestation allegations against Hollywood mogul man of science Weinstein once actresses Ashley
Judd and Rose McGowan determined to talk up. 1.7 million Tweets across eighty five countries
within the initial few weeks alone dropped at the fore the worst unbroken secret of our generation.
Spanning over 3 decades, this harassment epidemic involves many aspiring ladies hoping to induce
a toehold within the trade. TIME magazine hailed the anti-harassment movement by naming “The
Silence Breakers” on its cowl when millions shared their personal tales of statutory offense. Asian
nation too joined this rallying cry and therefore the international outpouring for justice. Several
victims determined to square up to be enclosed. Bollywood actresses together with Richa Chadha,
Priyanka Chopra, and avatar Koechlin have spoken against the delicate Sexism that exists within
the trade and known as on the trade to handle the problems of casting couch and sexual
exploitation.
Strangely, in India, even these days we glance at these incidents as isolated occurrences. We tend
to square measure merely not alert to the impact it's having. Sexual harassment isn't around lust,
it's regarding domination, control, power and hatred. The case in purpose is that the industry in
Asian nation that caters to the favoritism that thrives in our society. A lot of usually than not, girls
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square measure represented in foully subtractive roles. Feminine objectification rules the roost in
movie industry and alternative regional film industries. although there are many female-centric
movies, the trade hasn’t return a protracted approach from the trend it set within the 80’s and also
the 90’s by resorting to stalking, touching, and hesitant to win the center of the heroine. To those
classes of absurd diversion, they additional item numbers within the last 20 years. Sadly the trade
has long ago rejected any tries to beat the blatant ancient favoritism that shapes public perception
of treatment of girls. It's absurd and dangerous o society as a huge majority of the individuals
believe that films square measure a mirrored image of the society. Culturally, Indian society
doesn’t supply a free atmosphere for a healthy social interaction between women and boys. The
inter-mingling comes with a lot of restrictions. A lot of man’s perception of a way to touch upon
a lady comes from what he sees onscreen. The ugly narrative of gratuitous objectification of girls
most actually plays a large role in creating him believe that it's socially accepted to trouble a lady
against her can. Gender-stereotyping by our films is never favorable to treating a lady with dignity.
It’s inspiriting to check, that during a recent development, a brand new generation of girls stars are
speaking out against objectification. I don’t want to argue that the industry is directly answerable
for the fatal social perspective towards girls. However I powerfully feel that they need contributed
plenty to strengthen it. This is often exactly why they need associate obligation to rise higher than
business considerations and be answerable for what they preach.
Indian faculties should actively promote a sex education Programme to assist young adolescents
to find out regarding their body, as a healthy educational intervention has the potential to absolutely
influence the approach they see their gender, similarly as permit them to find out to hunt consent
and establish unhealthy relationship behavior within the long haul it's very important to stop sexual
violence.
We need to rise higher than the usually slender social response that follows this pattern –
Harassment, maligning and slut-shaming – once a lady decides to talk up. Harassment has been
seen as associate accepted norm within the geographical point for thus long that we tend to see
such incident as an isolated event, instead of an outbreak that must be self-addressed instantly and
holistically. The burden of turning round the toxicant work atmosphere for higher is on all folks –
a collective social responsibility. It’s time for a Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, an
Asia Pacific Law & Policy Review
Volume 4 (Annual) – July 2018
Access the journal at asiapacific.ccinternational.in

A Publication from Creative Connect International Publisher Group

302

amendment in mindsets is needed to combat this issue and to confirm effective implementation of
the legal provisions so as to infix confidence among the victims.
As an enforcement officer, it repeatedly told that it's our responsibility to safeguard these girls
from the predators lurking everyplace. It actually is our duty. However the fact is that law alone
cannot rework a society. The foremost noteworthy contribution of the MeToo movement was that,
for the primary time ever, there was a worldwide accord over the very fact that harassment isn't a
law and order issue alone, however has deeper cultural undertones. It additionally acknowledged
that it's not associate isolated issue, however it's associate everyday prevalence. Values should
begin reception. It takes a collective social responsibility to show each boy a way to honor and
respect each woman. Me Too Movement has inspired many ladies to share their stories who
otherwise would ne'er have felt comfy enough to open up. The tide is popping favorably towards
the many, voiceless girls. We tend to cannot well sit back and expect social media to travel to trial.
It doesn't matter if a lady is desecrated within the home, on the streets, or within the geographical
point. Harassment hampers the spirit of womanhood and it should finish. As Tarana Burke says,
although it took a colossal celebrity scandal to bring thought awareness, the time to form a move
is currently. We want to target the systems that permit sexual violence to travel scot-free through
a mix of systematic intervention and rigorous social control of laws. We've a chance to make a
shared worth to form 2018 a year of reckoning for girls round the world. We've an opportunity to
make commonness. Let’s act along currently.
9 Rebellious ladies who formed the cause In Asian nation
From our inheritance of 'Sati' and kid marriages, the movement to secure rights for ladies in Bharat
has return an extended manner. even supposing there still remains lots of labor to be done, there's
no ignoring the actual fact that lots of progress has been created and therefore the standing of
womenfolk within the nation has significantly elevated within the past decade.
Here's a shout bent all of these exalting and fierce personalities who have created this attainable
with their incessant efforts in fighting the forces of social Organization.
1. Indira Jaising - Foremost feminist activist and attorney, Jaising is badassery personified.
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With her gift of the confabulation and an implausibly thorough grasp over the law, she will be able
to take down almost anyone who would possibly cause a threat to the rights enjoyed by ladies in
Asian nation. Ms. Jaising dedicated her life to fighting for the explanation for human rights and
based Lawyers Collective, a person's rights organization, in conjunction with her husband Anand
Grover in 1981.
Her tireless work has been instrumental within the framing of the force Act (2005) and her most
up-to-date accolades embrace a serious ending in Priya Pillai's case wherever the Supreme Court
dominated that the state cannot muzzle dissent. Jaising was conjointly the primary lady to be
appointed as an extra lawman of Bharat in 2009.
2. Meenakshi Arora - An active senior counsel at the Supreme Court of India, Meenakshi
has her fair proportion of contribution in guaranteeing that the rights of girls in India area
unit upheld.
A member of the Gender Sensitization and Internal Complaints Committee of the Supreme Court,
Arora was one among the advocates whose persistent efforts diode to the framing of the Vishakha
tips, that later culminated into the legislation of the molestation of girls at geographic point Act
(2013).
3. Leila Seth - Mother of celebrated author Vikram Seth, Justice Leila Seth was initial lady
choose on the Old Delhi Supreme Court and therefore the first lady to become the judge of
a state high court.
She was concerned within the efforts that diode to the modification of the Hindu Succession
modification Act (2005), guaranteeing that daughters have equal rights to joint family property,
and has created revenant positive statements on the rights of the LGBT community within the
nation.
4. Rupan Deol Bajaj - This feisty lady stood up against molestation at a time once it had been
deemed to be simply a story.
Way back in 1988, KPS Gill, then Director General of Police, Punjab, umbrageous her modesty at
a celebration. This erstwhile IAS Officer filed a case against him, leading into a status long drawn
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law criminal continuing. Whereas KPS Gill was found guilty of all charges, Rupan Deol Bajaj's
case became one among the landmark cases of molestation within the nation, paving manner for
additional ladies to return out into the open concerning their experiences of molestation.
5. Flavia Agnes - Co-Founder of ' Majlis ' - a corporation that has agency for ladies, Flavia
is an Indian author, legal scholar, women's rights activist and attorney.
Her works on feminist jurisprudence area unit of utmost importance and he or she is notable for
her services to impoverished ladies on legal matters. She was conjointly instrumental within the
formation of the Forum against Oppression of girls (FAOW), a campaign cluster that restricted
problems involving married person beating, dowry and
Sexual harassment in 1979.
6. Kavita Krishnan - within the wake of the horrific December sixteen rape in Old Delhi,
Kavita Krishnan's voice echoed the loudest within the anti-rape protests that resonated
across the country.
She stressed on the importance of 'Freedom while not Fear' for ladies. She conjointly set in motion
a series of protests and uproar that then eventually diode to the legislation of the legal code
modification 2013, creating dramatic changes within the existing rape laws within the nation.
7. Sampat Pal Devi - Principally acquainted as a giant Boss half-dozen contestant, Sampat
Pal Devi is that the founding father of 'Gulabi Gang' dedicated to fighting for equal socioeconomic, cultural and political rights for ladies.
Sampat Pal started Gulabi Gang with a gaggle of girls from her village to fight numerous styles of
social injustice. This developed into associate degree union women’s movement with tens of
thousands of members adjoin many districts in province. Gulabi Gang's official web site reads"rural ladies in pink sarees, wielding bamboo sticks in pursuit of justice". The work they are doing
ranges from interventions in kid marriages, and spreading awareness against gift, providing
coaching in self- defance to ladies, amongst others.
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8. Vrinda Grover - known by TIME magazine jointly of the a hundred most powerful ladies
in 2013, Vrinda Grover could be an attorney and human rights activist and has created vital
contributions to the women's rights movement in India.
She has actively restricted force cases and cases involving sexual minorities. Grover has conjointly
diagrammatical victims within the Soni Sori rape case, and has been powerful within the drafting
of the criminal law amendment of 2013, the POCSO Act 2012 and therefore the interference of
Torture Bill, 2010
9. Nivedita Menon - A proof of political thought at Jawaharlal Nehru University, Nivedita
could be a noted feminist, author, translator and activist.
Hailed jointly of the pioneers in feminist theory, Menon has been conspicuously concerned during
a heap of social and political movements and he or she writes on modern problems often for a
range of publications. Her book 'Seeing sort of a Feminist' is just like the goblet amongst works in
feminist thought. In her opinion, feminism isn't that moment of ultimate overcome social
organization however “about the gradual transformation of the field so resolutely that recent
markers shift forever.

CONCLUSION
Me too movement is only a burning subject now a days but it needs really a good depth basic
knowledge regarding the respect of women in society.
In the last decade, various measures to fight sexual crimes at workplaces are being taken in
different parts of the world, however, a large part of the world has still not seen major reforms.
Women are treated as the weaker gender and they are mistreated. Women's safety is a major
concern for the world today. From domestic violence to marital rape and casting couch to sexual
abuse by bosses, the statistics are depressingly high. In war-affected countries like Yemen and
Syria, women are subjected to more cruelty and misconduct. Some minorities like Rohingya
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Muslims living in Myanmar had to face horrific situations and women of their community were
brutally raped by military personnel. Furthermore, even in first world countries, women experience
sexual assault at the workplace, home, streets, and public places. Therefore, sexual crime is a
global problem that must be addressed on a large scale at the earliest.
Ulrike Heidenreich who is a journalist wrote in Suddeutsche Zeitung that today women have a
sense of being threatened always and they fear that their dress is sending the wrong signal, the
freedom of women to dress and move how she wants is non-negotiable. Increased attention and
awareness in media around the world has ignited the voices of women and a worldwide campaign
to empower women can be right around the corner. With better recording practices and laws,
victims are willing to come forward so that the perpetrator can be convicted. Still, many countries
need to be included in the spectrum of the global fight against sexual crime at workplaces.
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